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Our work continues with the OSHA Alliance in 2006.  Our quarterly conference call was held 
in January and the renewal of the Alliance was discussed. The resource guide for safe patient 
handling in the acute care setting is being finalized and should be ready soon. We will notify 
members when it is ready. 
 
North American Occupational Health and Safety Week North American Occupational Health and Safety Week North American Occupational Health and Safety Week North American Occupational Health and Safety Week ---- April 30 April 30 April 30 April 30----May 6May 6May 6May 6    
As an OSHA Alliance partner, AOHP is actively supporting this year’s celebration of North 
American Health and Safety Week (NAOHS Week), April 30-May 6.  This celebration of 
occupational health was started by our Canadian neighbors and is sponsored by the 
Canadian Society of Safety Engineering and includes the United States and Mexico as 
partners. The goal of this observance is to focus the attention of employers, employees, the 
general public and all partners in occupational safety and health on the importance of 
preventing injury and illness in the workplace, at home, and in the community.  OSHA will 
kick off the focus of the observance on May 1, 2006 at the Department of Labor in 
Washington, D.C. with a promotion of a safe and healthy workplaces for young workers.  
 
Posters to celebrate this observance are available from the national office. These posters are 
in addition to the posters for Occupational Health Nurses Week. More information for ideas 
on how to celebrate this event are available at http://www.naosh.org/english/.  Information 
available through the website includes additional posters, ideas for contests, proclamations, 
etc. 
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As part of the Alliance, OSHA seeks the input of Editorial Board members on several Safety 
and Health Topic pages that are related to healthcare.  A review of the Bloodborne 
Pathogens and Needlestick Prevention page was conducted during February and March.  To 
visit the updated page, go to the web at http://www.osha.gov/SLTC/bloodbornepathogens/. 
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AOHP was represented by Jan Frustaglia at a Town Hall Meeting in Texas that focused on 
research needs in healthcare.  The National Occupational Health Research Agenda (NORA) is 
entering its second decade of research and was seeking input from the various stakeholder 
sections.  Jan presented a five minute statement of AOHP’s position regarding research in 
occupational health in the healthcare setting.  A number of other healthcare organizations 
also presented their ideas for this national research agenda that is being developed. 
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From February 27 through March 3, 2006, the 6th Annual Safe Patient Handling and 
Movement Conference sponsored by the University of South Florida and coordinated by Dr. 
Audrey Nelson from the James A. Haley VA Hospital in Tampa.  The American Nurses 
Association was also a cosponsor of this international meeting. There were 750 participates 
from the United States and countries around the world including the United Kingdom, the 
Netherlands and Canada.  A new AOHP member from New York, Mary Ellen Whalen, also 
presented a poster.  Congratulations to her on being a part of the poster sessions!  
Research continues to support the use of assistive devices to reduce the risk of injuries to 
employees and improve patient safety during handling procedures.  An exciting area that has 
been developed has been a nursing school curriculum for safe patient handling.  This 
curriculum was developed and a number of nursing schools piloted the implementation of 



this curriculum in conjunction with the American Nurses Association’s “Handle with Care” 
program and vendor support.  The results of these pilot programs have been striking.  This is 
definitely where a change in the healthcare paradigm of manual patient handling should 
begin!  NIOSH now has this curriculum for safe patient handling posted for public comment 
during the month of April.  AOHP will be reviewing and responding to the curriculum.  Please 
take a few minutes to review the curriculum and share your comments with the AOHP Board 
and NIOSH. 
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“One new focus area for the National Alliance for the Primary Prevention of Sharps Injuries 
(NAPPSI) in 2006 is the concept that “Education Means Safety.” Throughout the year, 
NAPPSI will be soliciting educational grants from our Corporate Members in order to provide 
deep discounts to our Individual Members for Continuing Education (CE) courses that further 
the understanding of primary prevention and needlestick safety issues in the healthcare 
workplace. We will only present course offerings that are deemed as outstanding by the 
NAPPSI review board.”  For more information on the courses visit the NAPPSI website at 
www.nappsi.org. 
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