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AOHP Quarterly Government Affairs Newsletter 
September, 2005 

 
Infection Control Monitor 07/01/05 

Study: Smokers have more trouble fighting off tuberculosis 

Current and ex-smokers are more susceptible to tuberculosis (TB) than people 
who have never smoked, according to researchers at Stellenbosch University in 
Cape Town, South Africa.  

More than 2,400 adults participated in the study aimed at determining how 
important healthy lungs are in the fight against TB contraction. Of the 1,300 
current or ex-smokers studied, 82% tested positive for the TB bacterium. Of the 
remaining 1,100 who have never smoked, the rate was 70%.  

Researchers took the volunteers’ age, sex, educational level, fat, and income into 
account. They concluded that weakened lungs contribute in some way to TB 
contraction, but they are not sure exactly how. Previous studies suggest that 
smoking suppresses white-blood cell activity in the lungs, and slows the immune 
response.  

Testing positive for the TB bacterium is only the first step in a possible 
contraction of the disease. Many people can carry the bacteria but not get sick 
from it.  

AANP SmartBrief, July 1, 2005 

CDC panel recommends pertussis booster for teens  
An advisory committee of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
recommended U.S. teenagers receive a whooping cough booster shot to 
maintain their immunity. The panel said the pertussis shot should be included 
with boosters for tetanus and diphtheria, which also are recommended for 
adolescents. 

Medscape Daily News, July 1, 2005 

Thiazide Diuretics May Be First-Line Antihypertensives for Diabetic Patients  
A randomized trial shows no evidence...Medscape Medical News 2005 

AHA News Now - July 1, 2005 

House panel examines nation’s readiness for flu pandemic  

At a House Government Reform Committee hearing yesterday on the nation’s 
readiness for a flu pandemic, former committee chairman Rep. Dan Burton, R-IN, 
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asked colleagues to join him in urging the Department of Health and Human 
Services to redouble its efforts to stockpile flu vaccine and antiviral medications. 
The World Health Organization recommends concerned countries have a flu 
antiviral supply to cover at least 25% of their population, far more than currently 
in the Strategic National Stockpile, which according to the National Institutes of 
Health has enough to treat about 2.3 million people. Witnesses from HHS, the 
NIH, and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention said plans to develop a 
better system to prevent and treat a pandemic flu were in progress but not yet 
finalized. Bruce Gellen, M.D., director of HHS’ National Vaccine Planning Office, 
said HHS would issue its final pandemic flu preparedness plan this summer, 
probably in August.  

Medscape Daily News, July 5, 2005 

Early Tobacco Smoke Exposure Raises Adult Asthma Risk  
According to a report in the July 1 issue of the American Journal of Respiratory 
and Critical Care Medicine...Reuters Health Information 2005 

Doxycycline May Slow Progression of Knee Osteoarthritis  
In a randomized study, doxycycline slowed the rate. Medscape Medical News 
2005 

AHA News Now - July 5, 2005 

CDC announces funds to increase diversity in the health professions  

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is seeking applications by Aug. 
4 for an estimated $900,000 in fiscal year 2005 funding to help organizations 
support professional development, education, research and training for racial and 
ethnic minorities in the health professions. Among other goals, the program will 
help organizations strengthen the educational and professional development of 
minority health professionals and educators. The agency expects to award three 
grants of about $300,000 each to minority health professions schools and 
nonprofit organizations representing historically black colleges and universities, 
tribal colleges and universities, and Hispanic-serving institutions.  

Panel recommends screening all pregnant women for HIV  

In new recommendations for HIV screening, the U.S. Preventive Services Task 
Force calls for all pregnant women to be screened for HIV, not just those 
identified at risk for contracting the infection. The recommendation is based on 
evidence that currently available tests accurately identify pregnant women who 
are HIV infected and that recommended treatment strategies can dramatically 
reduce the chances that an infected mother will transmit HIV to her infant. The 
task force also reaffirmed its earlier recommendation that all adolescents and 
adults at increased risk for HIV infection be screened, and broadened its 
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definition of high risk to include patients who report high-risk behaviors and 
patients receiving care in high-risk settings such as homeless shelters or clinics 
dedicated to the treatment of sexually transmitted diseases. The task force, 
supported by the federal Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality, is an 
independent panel of experts in prevention and primary care.  

AAOHN e-News, July 5, 2005 

Cigarette Smoking Linked to Increased Risk of Tuberculosis Infection 
People who have a smoking history and live in an area where tuberculosis is 
rampant are more likely to be infected than those who never smoked, according 
to South African and Dutch researchers. The findings, published in the June 
issue of Thorax, showed that those with a smoking history were nearly twice as 
likely to react to the tuberculin skin test as those who had never smoked. For 
more information, visit: http://www.aaohn.org/public_policy/prohealth/index.cfm. 

Medscape Daily News, July 8, 2005 

Canada Health Panel Says Vioxx Pain Drug Safe Enough  
A Canadian expert advisory panel recommended on Thursday that Merck & Co. 
Inc.'s arthritis drug Vioxx be allowed back..Reuters Health Information 2005 

Medscape Daily News, July 11, 2005 

Reports of Sudden Vision Loss Added to Labeling for Viagra, Cialis, Levitra  
Causative role of erectile dysfunction drugs in vision loss is unclear due to risk 
factor overlap, according to FDA. Medscape Medical News 2005 

Chiropractic Therapy for Neck Pain May Have High Rate of Adverse Reactions  
The investigators of this randomized study suggest that if chiropractic is needed, 
mobilization is better than manipulation. Medscape Medical News 2005 

Targeted Exercise May Reduce Hip Fragility  
As women age, cortical zones in the upper femoral neck become thinner...  
Reuters Health Information 2005 

Medscape Daily News, July 12, 2005 

Cardiovascular Fitness Inversely Linked to Risk of Metabolic Syndrome  
A person's cardiorespiratory fitness, as measured on a treadmill test, is a strong 
independent predictor of their risk of metabolic syndrome...  
Reuters Health Information 2005 

Short-Term Acupuncture May Decrease Symptoms of Knee Osteoarthritis  
In a randomized study, pain and joint function were improved more with eight 
weeks of acupuncture. Medscape Medical News 2005 

http://www.aaohn.org/public_policy/prohealth/index.cfm
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Exposure to Wood Smoke May Increase Lung Cancer Risk  
A study showed a possible association of lung cancer with wood smoke 
exposure. Medscape Medical News 2005 

AHA News Now - July 12, 2005 

Senate appropriations subcommittee OKs Labor, HHS spending bill  

The Senate Labor, Health and Human Services and Education Appropriations 
Subcommittee today approved a fiscal year 2006 spending bill that restores 
funding for health professions programs that would have been eliminated under 
the president's budget and slashed under the House measure. The bill also 
provides increases above the House appropriations bill to many other programs 
of interest to hospitals. The subcommittee voted to appropriate $454 million for 
health professions, well above the House mark; $155.6 million for nursing 
programs, a $5 million increase above the House bill; and level funds for 
pediatric graduate medical education at $300 million. The bill recommends $39.2 
million for rural outreach grants, $39.2 million for rural FLEX grants, $8.8 million 
for rural health policy development, and $8.3 million for state offices of rural 
health. In addition, the panel recommended funding hospital bio-terrorism at 
$510 million - the president's budget request - and health information technology 
at $95.2 million. The House late last month approved its version of a FY 2006 
appropriations bill for HHS programs. That bill contained $142.5 billion in 
discretionary spending, compared with the Senate subcommittee’s $145.7 billion 
measure. The Senate Appropriations Committee is expected to take up its 
subcommittee's bill Thursday.  

U.S. outspends other industrialized nations on health care, study shows  

The U.S. spent $5,267 per person on health care in 2002, 140% more than the 
median in 30 industrialized nations including the United Kingdom, Switzerland 
and Japan, according to a study in today's issue of Health Affairs. The study 
found that U.S. health spending equaled 14.6% of gross domestic product in 
2002, a greater share than any other country. Its authors examined malpractice 
litigation and the cost of defensive medicine, as well as greater access to health 
care in the U.S. as potential reasons for the spending gap. They note that the 
number of malpractice claims per 1,000 residents is 350% higher in the U.S. than 
in Canada, and that up to one-third of those in Australia, Canada and the U.K. 
must wait more than four months for non-emergency surgery. However, they 
conclude that there is insufficient evidence to attribute the difference in spending 
to either factor and instead point to higher incomes and health care prices in the 
U.S. Caroline Steinberg, AHA vice president for trends analysis said the study 
"does little to help us understand why Americans spend more on health care than 
other countries." She noted that the U.S. differs from many of the countries in the 
study in that it does not have nationalized health care or price controls for 
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prescription drugs and that its medical professionals often face higher education 
costs.  

AAOHN e-News July 11, 2005 

CDC Provides Outdoor Safety Web Resource 
Now that the heat of summer is on, more people are enjoying outdoor 
activities with friends and family. The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) offers a Web page covering outdoor safety to help you, 
your family and your employees stay healthy during the summer months. 

Featured topics include keeping food safe during summer cookouts and 
picnics, boat safety, protecting your family from tick-borne diseases, 
motor-vehicle safety, preventing mosquito bites (including info on West 
Nile Virus), water safety, protecting yourself from illnesses spread through 
pools, lakes, and the ocean, fireworks safety, protecting your skin from too 
much exposure to the sun, staying healthy around animals, and 
playground safety. For more information, visit: 
http://www.aaohn.org/public_policy/prohealth. 

FEMA Guide Offers Advice on Emergency Planning 
Every year emergencies take their toll on business and industry -- in lives 
and dollars. According to a publication sponsored by a public-private 
partnership with the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), 
business and industry can limit injuries and damages and return more 
quickly to normal operations if they plan ahead for emergencies. 

The Emergency Management Guide For Business & Industry provides 
step-by-step advice on how to create and maintain a comprehensive 
emergency management program. The guide offers recommendations for 
establishing an emergency management planning team, analyzing current 
capabilities and hazards, developing and implementing the plan, 
emergency management considerations, and hazard-specific information. 
Find out more at http://www.aaohn.org/public_policy/prohealth. 

Occupational Health & Safety E-News 07-13-05 

House Passes OSHA-Related Legislation 

On July 12, the full U.S. House of Representatives passed four OSHA reform 
bills late yesterday, with proponents hoping the Senate roadblock that halted 
them in previous years has disappeared. The bills are: 

* H.R. 739 will allow OSHA to make exceptions to a 15-day deadline for 
employers to respond to OSHA citations and penalties. The measure passed 
256-164. 

http://www.aaohn.org/public_policy/prohealth
http://www.aaohn.org/public_policy/prohealth
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* H.R. 740 will increase the OSHA Review Commission from three to five 
members. The bill was approved by a 234-185 margin. 
* H.R. 741 will allow small businesses to appeal their case to an independent 
court if they feel OSHA made an unfair decision in their case. The measure 
passed 226-197. 
* H.R. 742 requires OSHA to reimburse attorney's fees to small businesses in the 
event the commission makes a judgment in favor of a small business. H.R. 742 
defines a small business as a company with 100 people or less and having a net 
worth of no more than $7 million. The bill was approved in a 235-187 vote. 

AANP SmartBrief. July 14th, 2005 

Survey: Many Americans have pain problems that affect their work  
A survey of 1,000 workers at major businesses in the U.S. shows 29% 
report ongoing pain problems that impact their health, work performance 
and productivity. The Harris Allen Group study showed workers 
experiencing pain also suffered from a 23% lower mental health score, 
and the more severe the pain, the greater impact it had on productivity.   
Yahoo!/HealthDay News 

Ambulatory Safety Monitor 07/14/05 

Protect your eyes during laser surgery  

Many clinicians don't understand the level of penetration of different lasers used 
in electrosurgery. Some reflect off of skin and tissue, some are absorbed, and 
the depth of absorption varies among instruments.  

It's better to take precautions in caring for your eyes during electrosurgery, says 
James P. Keller Jr., MS, director of Health Devices Group. "Electrosurgery isn't 
more dangerous than other methods; it's just used more frequently," he says.  

Medscape Daily News, July 14, 2005 

Influenza Vaccination May Reduce Stroke Risk  
Results of a German study suggest an association between influenza vaccination 
and a reduced risk of stroke. Reuters Health Information 2005 

AHA News Now - July 14, 2005 

Senate panel approves Labor, HHS spending bill  

The Senate Appropriations Committee today approved a fiscal year 2006 
spending bill that leaves intact the health care funding recommendations set by 
its Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education subcommittee earlier this 
week. The Senate is expected to take up the bill next week. The legislation, 
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approved unanimously by the committee, recommends $454 million for health 
professions, including $155.6 million for nursing programs. The bill also would 
appropriate $300 million for pediatric graduate medical education, $39.2 million 
for rural outreach grants, $8.8 million for rural health policy development, $39.2 
million for rural FLEX grants, $8.3 million for state offices of rural health, $510 
million for hospital bio-terrorism, and $95.2 million for health information 
technology.  

CDC advisory group releases new flu vaccine recommendations  

The expert panel that advises the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention on 
immunization practices yesterday issued its latest recommendations for flu 
vaccine administration. The 2005 recommendations include changes or updates 
regarding vaccination of health-care workers and people prone to respiratory 
complications; use of the live, attenuated vaccine (LAIV) in vaccine shortage 
situations; and use of antiviral drugs for flu treatment. Among its 
recommendations, the advisory committee is urging all health care workers to be 
vaccinated annually, and health care facilities to use approaches that maximize 
vaccination rates, such as using standing orders for patients and offering free, 
on-site flu vaccination to all employees starting in October each year, with 
particular focus on those who care for patients at high risk for complications. The 
committee also is encouraging healthy health care workers under 50 to opt for 
the LAIV – a live vaccine delivered as a nasal spray – if the inactivated vaccine is 
in short supply, but only if they can avoid contact with severely 
immunosuppressed patients for at least seven days. The panel said it would 
publish additional guidance for prioritizing use of the inactivated vaccine in a 
shortage.  

DHS secretary proposes reorganization, new preparedness office 

Department of Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff yesterday 
announced plans to reorganize the department, following a review of its 
operations and structure that began shortly after he took office in February. As 
part of this reshaping, Chertoff said he plans to consolidate the department’s 
terrorism and disaster preparedness efforts, including planning, training, 
exercises and funding, into a single office led by a new undersecretary for 
preparedness. The office would include a chief medical officer, who would be 
responsible for coordinating the nation's response to attacks with biological 
agents, in close partnership with the Department of Health and Human Services, 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and National Institutes of Health, 
Chertoff said. Also within the office, a new assistant secretary would oversee 
preparedness grants, training and exercises. Under the reorganization plan, the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency, which focuses on disaster response 
and recovery, would report directly to the secretary's office.  
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Infection Control Monitor 07/15/05 

PA first to report healthcare-acquired infection information 

In a landmark event earlier this week, Pennsylvania hospitals reported that 
11,668 patients contracted healthcare-acquired infections in 2004 and 1,793 died 
from these infections, reports the Associated Press.  

Pennsylvania is one of several states that require hospitals to report infection 
data, but just the first state to publicize this information. Supporters of mandatory 
reporting believe that collecting, analyzing, and revealing infection data will help 
hospitals provide better and safer care for patients.  

Lower infection rates also mean lower costs for hospitals. Pennsylvania spent an 
additional $2 billion in 2004 to accommodate an additional 205,000 hospital days.  

The other states that require hospitals to report infections are Florida, Virginia, 
Nebraska, Illinois, and Missouri. Many more states are waiting on legislation to 
pass.  

AHA News Now - July 15, 2005 

House panel passes patient safety bill  

The House Energy and Commerce Health Subcommittee yesterday approved by 
voice vote bi-partisan legislation (H.R. 3205) to improve health care safety by 
encouraging voluntary reporting of events that adversely affect patients. 
Introduced by Rep. Michael Bilirakis, R-FL and co-sponsored by Reps. Sherrod 
Brown, D-OH; Nathan Deal, R-GA; Tim Murphy, R-PA; and Henry Waxman, D-
CA, the bill would create legal and confidentiality protections for patient safety 
information that providers share for educational purposes, and create patient 
safety organizations to promote information sharing. The legislation mirrors 
similar bills that passed the House and Senate during the 2003-04 legislative 
session but failed to make it to conference committee for reconciliation. The AHA 
supported both bills, saying they would promote a "culture of safety" in which 
providers can discuss and learn from adverse events without fear of blame and 
prevent them from happening in the future. A version of the legislation could be 
considered by the full Energy and Commerce committee as early as next week, 
Hill staffers have told the AHA.  

HEP Express #32, July 15, 2005 

LEARN MORE ABOUT PROPOSED HEPATITIS B VACCINATION 
STRATEGIES FOR U.S. ADULTS 
 
Two new web pages offer information related to proposed strategies 
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for adult hepatitis B vaccination in the United States.  
 
First, CDC's Division of Viral Hepatitis (DVH) has posted notes 
online from an adult hepatitis B vaccination consultation meeting 
held in May 2005. DVH convened the meeting to discuss the 
implementation of proposed Advisory Committee on Immunization 
Practices (ACIP) strategies for adult hepatitis B vaccination. 
 
Continuing low rates of hepatitis B vaccination among adults are  
attributed mainly to challenges in implementation. To address  
these challenges and accelerate elimination of HBV transmission  
in the United States, the ACIP drafted an updated statement on  
hepatitis B vaccination that includes new strategies for  
implementation of adult vaccination. This consultation was  
convened to consider the feasibility of these strategies and to  
address barriers, challenges, and opportunities. Lessons learned  
from the experiences of the invited participants and their  
comments on the proposed strategies will inform the final  
version of the ACIP statement on adult hepatitis B vaccination,  
which will be presented for a vote at the October 2005 ACIP  
meeting. 
 
The meeting summary, highlights, PowerPoint presentations, and  
participant information can be viewed at  
http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/diseases/hepatitis/partners/consultants_mtg_2005.ht
m 
 
Second, the National Viral Hepatitis Roundtable (NVHR) has  
started a web page to advocate for a universal, age-based  
hepatitis B immunization recommendation. NVHR states, "We  
believe that vaccinating adults is a necessary and important  
step to eliminating hepatitis B in the United States, and that a  
recommendation which endorses age-based, rather than risk-based  
immunization, is the most effective way to achieve this goal." 
 
Anyone interested in learning more about this issue is  
encouraged to visit NVHR's website where letters to ACIP from  
several organizations and individuals are posted. Go to:  
http://www.nvhr.org/acip_letters/acip.htm 
 
CDC REPORTS ON A SURVEY OF U.S. SYRINGE EXCHANGE PROGRAMS 
OPERATING DURING 2002 
To access a web-text (HTML) version of the complete article, go  
to:  http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm5427a1.htm 
 
To access a ready-to-print (PDF) version of this issue of MMWR,  

http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/diseases/hepatitis/partners/cons
http://www.nvhr.org/acip_letters/acip.htm
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go to: http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/PDF/wk/mm5427.pdf 
 
CDC REPORTS ON THE USE OF A RAPID ANALYSIS SYSTEM TO ASSESS  
INFLUENZA VACCINATION COVERAGE AMONG CALIFORNIA HMO 
MEMBERS 
To access a web-text (HTML) version of the complete article, go  
to:  http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm5427a2.htm 
 
To access a ready-to-print (PDF) version of this issue of MMWR,  
go to: http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/PDF/wk/mm5427.pdf 
 
AAOHN e-News July 18, 2005 

NIOSH Issues Bulletin on Contact Lens Use in a Chemical Environment 
 
A recent bulletin released by the National Institute for Occupational Safety 
and Health (NIOSH) provides safety guidelines for contact lens wearers 
working in chemical environments. 

Since the 1978 Standards Completion Program, NIOSH has 
recommended that workers not wear contact lenses during work with 
chemicals that present an eye irritation or injury hazard. Recently, 
however, several professional groups have issued guidelines removing 
restrictions in the industrial environment. NIOSH has reviewed these 
guidelines, company policies on contact lens use and injury incidents, and 
the limited literature on contact lens use in a chemical environment. 
According to NIOSH, injury data are lacking to indicate that contact lens 
wear should be restricted during work with hazardous chemicals. 
Therefore, NIOSH recommends that contact lens wear be permitted 
provided that the safety guidelines presented in its June Intelligence 
Bulletin are followed. For more information, visit: 
http://www.aaohn.org/public_policy/prohealth. 

AHA News Now - July 19, 2005 

Antiviral drug shows promise against avian flu, NIH says 

An antiviral drug used against annual flu strains was found to suppress avian flu 
in a study in mice, the National Institutes of Health reports. Experts fear an avian 
flu virus could develop the ability to spread easily from person to person and 
trigger a deadly pandemic. "We need to know whether antiviral drugs can prevent 
and treat avian flu, because in the early stages of a global outbreak, most people 
would be unvaccinated," said Anthony Fauci, M.D., director of the National 
Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases. In the study, mice infected with the 
H5N1 virus received the antiviral drug for five days and eight days at three 
dosage levels, the highest equivalent to the dose currently recommended for 

http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/PDF/wk/mm5427.pdf
http://www.aaohn.org/public_policy/prohealth
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humans. Half of the mice given the highest dose for five days survived while 80% 
given the highest dose for eight days survived.  

Medscape Daily News, July 25, 2005 

Effects of Blood Pressure Control Tied to Class of Medication  
The outcome of blood pressure control may differ depending on the class of 
antihypertensive agent employed...Reuters Health Information 2005 

IAC Express #539, July 25, 2005 

NEW: PROVISIONAL ACIP RECOMMENDATIONS FOR COMBINED 
TETANUS- 
DIPHTHERIA-PERTUSSIS VACCINE ARE POSTED ON NIP'S WEBSITE 
 
NIP recently posted on its website the provisional ACIP  
recommendations for combined tetanus-diphtheria-pertussis (Tdap)  
vaccine for use in adolescents. The recommendations will become  
effective after they are reviewed by the director of CDC and the  
Department of Health and Human Services and will become official  
when published in the MMWR. Portions of the provisional  
recommendations are reprinted below. 
To access the provisional recommendations in their entirety go  
to: http://www.cdc.gov/nip/vaccine/tdap/tdap_acip_recs.pdf 
NEW: INTERIM VISs NOW AVAILABLE FOR BOTH INJECTABLE AND  
INTRANASAL INFLUENZA VACCINES 
INTERIM VIS FOR TRIVALENT INACTIVATED INFLUENZA VACCINE (TIV) 
Information in sections 1, 2, 3, 7, and 8 was changed. To access  
a ready-to-print (PDF) version of the interim VIS (dated  
7/18/05) from the NIP website, go to:  
http://www.cdc.gov/nip/publications/VIS/vis-flu.pdf 
 
To access it from the IAC VIS web section, go to:  
http://www.immunize.org/vis/2flu.pdf 
 
INTERIM VIS FOR LIVE INTRANASAL INFLUENZA VACCINE (LAIV) 
Information in sections 1, 7, and 8 was changed. To access a  
ready-to-print (PDF) version of the interim VIS (dated 7/18/05)  
from the NIP website, go to:  
http://www.cdc.gov/nip/publications/VIS/vis-flulive.pdf 
 
To access it from the IAC VIS web section, go to:  
http://www.immunize.org/vis/liveflu.pdf 
 
For information about the use of VISs, and for VISs in a total  
of 33 languages, visit IAC's VIS web section at  

http://www.cdc.gov/nip/publications/VIS/vis
http://www.immunize.org/vis/2flu.pd
http://www.cdc.gov/nip/publications/VIS
http://www.immunize.org/vis/liveflu.pdf
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http://www.immunize.org/vis 
 
Safety Connection 07/28/05 

Bloodborne Pathogens Training Video  

This training video meets OSHA requirements for training employees on the 
bloodborne pathogens standard. It discusses the CDC guidelines on hepatitis B 
vaccinations, hepatitis B, hepatitis C and HIV transmission protection, the 
Needlestick Safety and Prevention Act, exposure control plan management, 
infection control, and more.  

To order, call 800/650-6787 and mention source code EZINEAD or visit our Web 
site. 

Medscape Daily News, July 28, 2005 

Echinacea Has No Clinical Benefit in Rhinovirus Infection  
A randomized trial of echinacea for experimental rhinovirus infection 
showed no beneficial clinical effect on infection..Medscape Medical News 2005 

Infection Control Monitor 07/29/05 

Scientists: A possible new treatment for hepatitis B 

By injecting molecules that interfere with the virus’ replication, researchers from 
the British Association for the Study of the Liver believe they have identified a 
possible treatment for hepatitis B, reports BBC Online.  

Hepatitis B is the world’s most common cause of serious liver infection, which 
can lead to liver cancer.  

Scientists injected particles of RNA into mice and reduced viral levels by 90%. 
Scientists first encased the RNA in fat-like particles to protect it from being 
dissolved in the mice’s blood.  

The scientists will test the treatment in humans next year.  

OSHA QuickTakes for the month of August 

OSHA Posters and Publications: Free for the Asking  
   Advertisements suggesting that OSHA workplace posters must be purchased 
from private companies may be misleading employers. OSHA reminds 
employers that official posters?such as the OSHA Workplace Poster?are 
available free for the asking. Posters, and most publications, are available at no 

http://www.immunize.org/vis
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cost to anyone who asks simply by visiting the publications page on the agency's 
Web site, or by calling the publications office at (202) 693-1888. 

AAOHN e-News August 1, 2005 

CDC Releases Report on U.S. Population’s Exposure to Chemicals 

On July 21 the centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
released the most extensive assessment ever made of the exposure of 
the U.S. population to chemicals in the environment. The National Report 
on Human Exposure to Environmental Chemicals provides an ongoing 
assessment of the U.S. population's exposure to environmental chemicals 
using biomonitoring. 

According to the CDC, the report “provides a giant step forward in our 
ability to understand the relationship between exposures to various 
chemicals and potential human health effects.” This Third Report presents 
first-time exposure information for the U.S. population for 38 of the 148 
chemicals included in the Report. The Report also includes data from the 
Second Report covering 1999-2000. For more information, visit: 
http://www.aaohn.org/public_policy/prohealth. 

Medscape Daily News, August 3, 2005 

Cognitive Therapy May Prevent Suicide Attempts  
In a randomized trial, cognitive therapy was effective in preventing 
recurrent suicide attempts by adults. Medscape Medical News 2005 

AHA News Now - August 3, 2005 

Study examines potential for strategies to contain flu pandemic  

Using a computer model to simulate an outbreak of avian flu in humans in 
Southeast Asia, a study in the August issue of Science suggests a combination 
of strategies including targeted administration of antivirals, quarantine and pre-
vaccination could potentially contain a threatened global flu pandemic under 
many circumstances. The researchers at Emory and Johns Hopkins universities 
and the Ministry of Public Health in Thailand said the response must be rapid, 
and that health officials would be most likely to contain an outbreak within a 
community if they were able to respond with quarantine and geographically 
targeted use of antiviral medication within 14 days of when the first infected 
person in the community becomes symptomatic. They said the World Health 
Organization’s current stockpile of 120,000 courses of antivirals would probably 
be sufficient to contain an outbreak if it remained localized, but that up to 1 
million courses of medication might be required if there were several major 
centers of infection.  

http://www.aaohn.org/public_policy/prohealth
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Safety Connection 08/04/05 

NIOSH: Transcriptionists face excessive noise risks 

Medical transcriptionists run the risk of excessive noise exposure when they use 
dictation headsets. So says the National Institute of Occupational Safety and 
Health (NIOSH), which investigated complaints from transcriptionists at three 
hospitals in California.  

NIOSH interviewed transcriptionists, measured background noise in their work 
areas, and tested dictation devices known as C-phones.  

The agency recommends that employees not turn up C-phone volume controls 
beyond the mid-point. Meanwhile, hospitals should  

• work with dictation device manufacturers to further reduce noise levels  
• train physicians to more effectively and clearly dictate their records  
• offer yearly hearing tests to transcriptionists  

AHA News Now - August 4, 2005 

CDC details priority groups in event of flu vaccine shortage  

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention today announced a tiered 
approach to prioritization in the event of a flu vaccine shortage. In the event of a 
shortage, CDC said people in the first tier should be vaccinated preferentially, 
followed by those in the second tier, then those in tier 3. When local vaccine 
supply is extremely limited, state and local health officials and vaccine providers 
should vaccinate people in group 1A before all other groups, CDC said. Group 
1A consists of people 65 and older with comorbid conditions and residents of 
long-term care facilities. In all other vaccine shortfall situations, CDC said people 
in groups 1A, 1B and 1C should be vaccinated first. Group 1B consists of people 
aged 2-64 with comorbid conditions and aged 65 and older without comorbid 
conditions, as well as children 6-23 months and pregnant women. Group 1C 
consists of health care personnel, and household contacts and out-of-home 
caregivers of children 6 months and under. Group 2 consists of household 
contacts of children and adults at increased risk for flu-related complications. 
Group 3 consists of people aged 2-49 without high-risk conditions. "Eligible 
persons in group 1C and tiers 2 and 3 should be encouraged to receive live, 
attenuated influenza vaccine during periods of inactivated influenza vaccine 
shortfall," CDC said. The report will be available soon on the CDC Web site.  

MMWR Weekly, August 4, 2005 

Tiered Use of Inactivated Influenza 
Vaccine in the Event

of a Vaccine Shortage 



C:\Documents and Settings\Annie\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\OLK6C \sept 2005 Quarterly Government 
Affairs Newsletter final.doc              Page 15 of 55 

full text 

AANP SmartBrief, August 5, 2005 

HIV patients developing resistance to all classes of antiretrovirals  
A U.K. health official reported strains of HIV are developing resistance to all three 
classes of antiretroviral drugs and the problem is getting worse. The head of the 
Centre of Infections said 20% of people diagnosed with HIV are now resistant to 
at least one of the drugs commonly used to treat the disease, and one in 25 
people with HIV are resistant to all three classes.   BMJ (London) 

Yoga helps prevent middle-age spread, study finds  
Overweight people in their 50s who practice yoga have less weight gain than 
those who do not practice the activity, according to a new study. The research 
found the people who did yoga lost about five pounds over 10 years, compared 
with people in the same age range, who gained about 13.5 pounds in the same 
period. Experts say while yoga doesn't really burn enough energy to lose weight, 
the activity may simply keep people more in tune with their bodies and eating 
habits.   USA TODAY/Associated Press 

AANP SmartBrief, August 8, 2005 

Study: Americans' allergy woes grow  
Skin-prick allergy tests on 10,500 Americans indicate that the number of people 
who test positive to one or more allergens is more than double that of 30 years 
ago, with 54% testing positive. The highest response -- 27% -- was to dust mites, 
and the lowest was to peanuts -- 8.6%, and experts speculate the rates may be 
increasing because Americans spend more time indoors and have higher 
exposures to indoor allergens.   USA TODAY 

NIH: Bird flu vaccine trials effective so far, shortage still likely  
NIH researchers say a bird flu vaccine they have been testing in humans has 
proven effective so far in blocking the A(H5N1) virus that can be deadly in 
humans, but the head of the institute conducting the study cautioned the industry 
still is incapable of making enough vaccine to treat everyone. Dr. Anthony Fauci, 
head of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, said, however, 
the government plans to order more than the 2 million doses it already has under 
contract, because the vaccine requires high dosages and that amount would 
protect only about 450,000 people. Sanofi Pasteur made the vaccine in the 
study, but the government also has a contract with Chiron to make it.   USA 
TODAY 
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Medscape Daily News, August 8, 2005 

Tests Show Promise for Human Avian Influenza Vaccine  
Human tests of an experimental vaccine show it is effective at stimulating 
the immune system...Reuters Health Information 2005 

Milk and Lactose Intake May Increase Ovarian Cancer Risk  
In a meta-analysis, prospective cohort studies, but not case-control 
studies, supported the hypothesis that high intakes of dairy foods... 
Medscape Medical News 2005 

Study Suggests Breast Cancer Risk Linked to Estrogen "Not as High as 
Assumed"  
The additional breast cancer risk with hormone replacement therapy for an 
individual is very small...Reuters Health Information 2005 

New Guidelines Issued for Asbestos-Related Nonmalignant Disease  
The ATS updated the 1986 criteria for diagnosing and treating patients 
with these conditions in the Sept. 15, 2004, issue of the American Journal 
of Respiratory and Critical Care Medicine. Medscape Medical News 2004 

Occupational Health & Safety E-News 08-08-05 

Study: Medication Helps Reduce Extreme Sleepiness Among Sufferers Of 
Shift-Work Sleep Disorder  

In a study on shift-work sleep disorder, researchers have found that modafinil 
improves nighttime sleep latency -- the interval between the time a person 
attempts to fall asleep and the onset of sleep -- and clinical symptoms. However, 
researchers caution that while some benefits were seen, patients taking modafinil 
continued to experience excessive sleepiness and impaired performance at 
night. 

Study May Help Predict Who Is Most Likely To Develop Repetitive Strain 
Injury  

Who is most likely to develop a repetitive strain injury such as wrist tendonitis or 
certain kinds of low-back pain? According to a new study from the Institute for 
Work & Health in Toronto, Canada, the most vulnerable person would probably 
be a female college or university graduate employed in a full-time job 

Medscape Daily News, August 9, 2005 

Fine-Tooth Combing of Wet Hair May Be More Effective Than Pediculicides for 
Head Lice  
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In a randomized study, the Bug Buster kit was the most effective over-the-
counter treatment for head lice...Medscape Medical News 2005 

Multivitamin, Multimineral Supplementation May Not Reduce Morbidity in Elderly  
In a randomized study, routine multivitamin and multimineral supplementation by 
older people living at home...Medscape Medical News 2005 

Exhaustion, Depressive Feelings, Fatigue May Not Increase Cancer Risk  
A prospective cohort study did not support the hypothesis that symptoms of 
fatigue and depression...Medscape Medical News 2005 

The Alert on Anti-neoplastic exposure to pathogens is now in Spanish. 
Preventing Occupational Exposure to Antineoplastic and Other Hazardous Drugs 
in Health Care Settings is now available in Spanish for more go to:  

http://www.cdc.gov/spanish/niosh/docs/2004-165sumsp.html 

AANP SmartBrief, August 9, 2005 

Exercise sessions during work day keep employees alert, happier  
Employers are doing more to encourage employees to work fitness into their 
workday, and a study released this summer suggests workers are significantly 
more productive, in a better mood, have more energy and get along better with 
others when they exercise. At the University of Stony Brook, for instance, some 
workers have traded in their lunch break for time with a walking club.   Newsday 
(Long Island, N.Y 

Workcompcentral, August 9, 2005 

The day has finally come for Gov. Frank Murkowski to sign the Alaska workers' 
compensation reform law that he pushed so hard this year, and that almost got 
away. 

The signing of Senate Bill 130 in Anchorage will take place at 1 p.m. PDT. 
Members of the Alaska Chamber of Commerce will witness the signing and hear 
the governor discuss the reforms.  
 
Murkowski made Senate Bill 130 a centerpiece of his legislative agenda for the 
2005 session, which ended in May. When lawmakers failed to reach an 
agreement on a conference committee version of the bill by the end of the 
regular session, Murkowski called a special session. 
 
SB 130 came within one vote in the House of being sent to the governor's desk 
for his signature. Eight House Republicans voted against the bill, saying they 
were troubled by language in it that might open the workers' compensation 
system to civil lawsuits, they told WorkCompCentral.  

http://www.cdc.gov/spanish/niosh/docs/2004
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House and Senate bill drafters sat down together and came up with a 
compromise, which both chambers approved in late May.  
 
In pushing for passage of a systemwide reform, Murkowski identified specific 
areas that were leaking costs borne by employers. Those areas included rising 
medical expenses and palliative care for injured workers. The governor also 
sought to create a more competitive marketplace for insurers by attracting more 
carriers.  
 
Alaskan employers pay the second highest premiums in the nation, behind only 
California.  
 
Medical and rehabilitative care issues are spelled out in SB130, and a medical 
review panel of gubernatorial appointees will serve as arbiters in claims that are 
contested by an injured worker or his employer.  
 
A new fraud unit and a guaranty fund to pay benefits of injured workers whose 
employers didn't carry any coverage are two of the lesser-known features of the 
reform law.  
 
Murkowski called SB 130 "the most comprehensive workers' compensation 
reform bill passed since statehood." 

The New York Compensation Insurance Rating Board announced yesterday, in 
Bulletin 2099 that revised rating values, for use with the New York Experience 
Rating Plan, have been approved by the New York State Insurance Department 
to apply in the rating of risks with anniversary dates on and after October 1, 
2005. 
 
The Bulletin includes: 
 
a. Table I - Revised Manual Rates, Expected Loss Rates and D-Ratios for each 
employment classification. 
 
b. Tables II & III _ Revised Weighting (W) & Ballast (B) values. 
 
c. The United States Longshore and Harbor Workers Compensation Coverage 
percentage shown in Part Five, Page 5 of the Rating Plan Manual is changed to 
102.5%.  
 
Note: This percentage is not to be confused with that shown in R.C. Bulletin 2093 
which is used in the development of manual rates. 
 
The actual Bulletin 2099 can be downloaded at 
http://www.nycirb.org/RC_Bulletins/rcb/rc2099.pdf. 
 

http://www.nycirb.org/RC_Bulletins/rcb/rc2099.pdf


C:\Documents and Settings\Annie\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\OLK6C \sept 2005 Quarterly Government 
Affairs Newsletter final.doc              Page 19 of 55 

Occupational Asthma Increasing 

Exposure to manufacturing, printing and construction materials is a leading 
cause of occupational asthma, according to a report in the August issue of the 
American Journal of Respiratory and Critical Care Medicine.  

Up to 15% of all adult cases of asthma are occupational, Italian researchers 
report. The asthma develops after a person's breathing passages are irritated or 
sensitized to chemicals or manufacturing materials.  
 
Sensitization occurs when a person's airways become inflamed and narrow due 
to repeated exposure to a noxious substance in the  
 
The most common form of occupational asthma (accounting for about 90 percent 
of cases) is induced by the immunoglobulin E (IgE) mechanism or other immune 
responses to certain workplace substances. These include: wood dust; epoxy 
compounds in spray paint; animal, plant, insect and fungal allergens; cleaning 
agents; flour dust; and food and animal protein.  
 
Irritant-induced asthma accounts for about 7 percent of occupational asthma 
cases, according to the article. Metal refining, fertilizer manufacturing (with 
ammonia) and mining are among the industries where workers can develop 
irritant-based asthma. 
 
The authors say the most effective way to lower the incidence of occupational 
asthma is to reduce exposure to prevent sensitization.  
 
Workers in construction, metal, rubber, plastic, printing and industrial cleaning 
are at the greatest risk of developing occupational asthma, the authors wrote.  
 
Source: American Journal of Respiratory and Critical Care Medicine  

AANP SmartBrief, August 10, 2005 

Contrary to concerns, Internet is helping patients, health care providers  
Fears that the Internet would serve as a font of misinformation on health issues, 
prompting patients to raise irrelevant concerns in office visits have proven to be 
unfounded. In fact, experts say the contrary has occurred -- the Internet is 
becoming an important tool that can enhance patients' understanding of health 
issues and improve physician efficiency.   American Medical News 

Older people, vegetarians urged to increase B12 intake  
Vitamin B12 deficiency is becoming more widespread in the population and 
experts are advising older adults and vegetarians to take supplements of the 
vitamin. As many as one-fifth of Americans over age 60 have low levels of B12 in 
their blood, according to new research.   Yahoo!/Reuters 
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Passed: Senate Bill 544 "Patient Safety and Quality Improvement Act of 2005 
<http://www.premierinc.com/all/advocacy/issues/patient-safety/05/s544es-
passed-by-senate-0705.pdf>," creates a system of Patient Safety Organizations 
(PSOs) to which providers can voluntarily report medical errors. The bill creates a 
shield to protect providers from having information they report from being used 
against them in a medical malpractice case. Identical language in House 
Resolution 3205, passed committee in the House this week, and is expected to 
pass the full chamber next week. Because the bills are identical thanks to a 
House-Senate compromise there will be no need for a conference committee—
the stage in the process that killed similar legislation last session.  

According to several sources, S. 544 is generally similar to earlier patient safety 
bills, the Senate and House both ceded some ground during the negotiations to 
reach a deal. Key provisions of S. 544 include:  

· Establishes a national patient safety database to be maintained by the 
Department of Health and Human Services to identify national trends in medical 
errors.  

· Allows providers to be Patient Safety Organizations. (This provision is similar to 
previous Senate bill language.)  
· Provides appropriate legal protections for providers. (Similar to liability language 
in previous Senate legislation.)  

· Creates a system for PSO certification. (This provision more closely resembles 
the House bills from the 108th Congress.)  

· Preserves confidentiality of patient information under the Health Insurance 
Portability and Accountability Act of 1996.  

· Authorizes $25 million in grants for fiscal year 2006 and 2007 to be used by 
hospitals and physicians for technology upgrades to help avoid medical errors.  

AHA News Now - August 10, 2005 

Coalition proposes administrative changes to speed nurse immigration  

The AHA and 10 other organizations today requested meetings with the 
State and Homeland Security departments to discuss changes to their 
administrative policies and processes that could help health care 
organizations address a chronic shortage of health care professionals. 
"As Congress begins to debate longer-term immigration reform, the 
nursing shortage is a critical current problem and any provisions that 
might be included in legislation could take years to implement," the 
coalition of health care providers, nurse leaders, nurse staffing and 

 

http://www.premierinc.com/all/advocacy/issues/patient
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educational concerns wrote the department secretaries. "In the 
meantime, your departments can take immediate administrative steps to 
speed the flow of highly qualified foreign nurses. We believe that while it 
now takes as much as two years to bring a qualified nurse from abroad, 
administrative changes alone could reduce this time to under six months."  

 OSHA releases 2005 plan for unannounced inspections  

The Occupational Safety and Health Administration has announced a 
plan targeting roughly 4,400 worksites for unannounced comprehensive 
inspections over the coming year, based on injury and illness statistics 
collected from 80,000 employers last year. The program will initially focus 
on worksites that reported 12 or more injuries or illnesses resulting in 
days away from work, restricted work activity or job transfer for every 100 
full-time workers; or nine or more cases involving days away from work 
per 100 full-time employees, the agency said. The agency also will 
randomly inspect about 400 workplaces in industries with incident rates 
above the national average that reported low injury and illness rates, to 
review compliance with OSHA requirements. It said the plan will include 
nursing homes and personal care facilities, but only half of the facilities 
that meet the criterion for inspection, with inspections focused primarily 
on ergonomic hazards relating to resident handling; exposure to blood 
and other potentially infectious materials; exposure to tuberculosis; and 
slips, trips and falls.  

JCAHO proposes revised privileging standards  

The Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations is 
accepting comments through Aug. 22 on proposed revisions to its 
accreditation standards for credentialing and privileging, to address 
situations in which hospitals use contracted or telemedicine services 
offered by ambulatory care organizations. JCAHO said the revisions are 
intended to prevent a "two-tiered credentialing and privileging system," 
since ambulatory care organizations have less rigorous credentialing and 
privileging requirements than hospitals.  

AHA News Now - August 11, 2005 

Study finds clinical guidelines not designed for multiple chronic conditions  

Adhering to evidence-based clinical practice guidelines can cause 
problems when caring for seniors with multiple chronic conditions because 
most guidelines were designed to address single conditions, concludes a 
study in the Aug. 10 Journal of the American Medical Association. The 
study found that a hypothetical 79-year-old woman with five common 
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chronic diseases would have to take 12 medications at 19 total doses a 
day under current guidelines, creating a high risk for drug errors or 
interactions and costing the woman nearly $4,000 per year, even with 
Medicare prescription drug coverage. The findings suggest that using 
clinical practice guidelines as the basis for pay-for-performance initiatives 
could lead to inappropriate care and discourage physicians from treating 
patients with multiple conditions, the authors said. They recommend 
additional research to develop quality-of-care standards for the nearly half 
of Medicare beneficiaries over 65 who have multiple chronic conditions, 
and said such standards should include measures that assess care 
coordination.  

OHA: Ohio plan threatens access to hospital care for injured workers  

A state plan to pay Ohio hospitals less to treat injured workers beginning 
Oct. 1 could force hospitals to withdraw from the managed care plan 
because payments do not cover the cost of care, the Ohio Hospital 
Association said. OHA recommended the Ohio Bureau of Workers' 
Compensation continue a payment agreement reached earlier this year 
that would freeze the plan's 2005 payment rates for 2006 until a long-term 
hospital payment plan can be implemented. "After repeated hospital 
payment reductions since 2004, and after more than a year of work on a 
compromise reimbursement system for 2006 and 2007, BWC's across-the-
board proposal to cut hospital inpatient payments by 21% and outpatient 
payments by 17% could not be less appropriate," OHA said in an Aug. 10 
letter to the Bureau.  

A Study Showing long work hours increases occupational health risk 

To read the study, go to: 
 
http://oem.bmjjournals.com/cgi/content/full/62/9/588#T3 

Workcompcentral, August 11, 2005 

The Arizona Supreme Court late yesterday issued a decision in the long-
awaited dispute concerning qualification for benefits where drugs or alcohol 
is discovered after an industrial injury. The Supreme Court justices upheld 
the liberal ruling in Grammatico and overruled the more conservative 
interpretation in Komalestewa. 
 
The consolidated opinion involved the issue of whether Article 18, Section 
8 of the state Constitution precludes the Legislature from requiring proof, 
before workers' compensation benefits may be awarded, that the alcohol or 
illegal drugs in an injured worker's system were not a contributing cause to 
the accident.  

http://oem.bmjjournals.com/cgi/content/full/62/9/588#T3
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In Grammatico, the injured worker fell while working on stilts installing 
drywall and broke his right wrist and left knee. Grammatico admitted that 
he had smoked marijuana and ingested methamphetamine on the previous 
two days when he was not at work. His post-accident urine test showed 
positive results for marijuana, amphetamine and methamphetamine, all of 
which are illegal to use in Arizona. 

 
Grammatico's employer maintained a certified drug-testing policy under 
A.R.S. section 23-1021(D) (Supp. 2004). Under the terms of the statute, if 
an employer maintains such a policy, "an employee's injury ... shall not be 
considered a personal injury by accident arising out of and in the course of 
employment and is not compensable ... if the employee fails to pass ... a 
drug test for the unlawful use of any controlled substance," unless the 
employee proves that the use of an unlawful substance "was not a 
contributing cause of the employee's injury."  
 
His claim was denied on the basis of intoxication and that defense was 
upheld by the administrative law judge. The court of appeals set aside the 
judge's award, holding that A.R.S. section 23-1021(D) violates Article 18, 
Section 8 of the Arizona Constitution.  
 
In Komalestewa, the injured worker caught his arm in a conveyor belt 
sustaining serious injuries. Komalestewa's employer's insurance carrier 
denied his workers' compensation claim because blood tests taken at the 
hospital shortly after the accident revealed alcohol in his blood. After a 
hearing where Komalestewa admitted to four alcoholic beverages, but with 
conflicting evidence as to actual intoxication, the administrative law judge, 
after review, found the injury noncompensable. In affirming the award, 
another panel of the court of appeal rejected the majority's approach in 
Grammatico and held that A.R.S. ? 23-1021(C) did not violate Article 18, 
Section 8 of the Arizona Constitution.  
 
The Supreme Court said: 
 
"We recognize that compelling policy reasons support banning drug and 
alcohol use in the workplace... But as the majority in Grammatico stated:  

 
"'we cannot ignore that our constitutional system for workers' compensation 
requires the payment of benefits if a necessary risk or danger of 
employment partially caused or contributed to an industrial accident, 
without consideration of any fault by the injured employee. Thus, unless 
and until the constitution is changed, the legislature cannot abrogate claims 
for workers' compensation for injuries wholly or partially caused or 
contributed to by necessary employment risks or dangers solely because 
an employee fails to pass ... a drug or alcohol test.'" 
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"Consequently, because the necessary risks and dangers of working on 
drywall stilts could have partially caused or contributed to Grammatico's 
injury, A.R.S. section 23-1021(D) is unconstitutional as applied to deny 
Grammatico workers' compensation benefits. Likewise, because the 
necessary risks and dangers of putting pressure on a drum to fix a "bogged 
down" conveyor belt could have partially caused or contributed to 
Komalestewa's injury, A.R.S. section 23-1021(C) is unconstitutional as 
applied to deny Komalestwa benefits." 

Medscape Daily News, August 12, 2005 

Multiple-Antigen Vaccinations May Not Increase Nontargeted Infections  
A population-based cohort study suggests that multiple-antigen vaccines or 
aggregated vaccine exposures do not increase... 
Medscape Medical News 2005 

Withdrawing Aspirin May Significantly Increase Stroke Risk  
A case-control study suggests that withdrawing aspirin more than triples 
the risk of ischemic stroke or transient ischemic attack. 
Medscape Medical News 2005 

AHA News Now - August 12, 2005 

Committee to advise JCAHO on hospital data sharing  

In response to hospital concerns, the Joint Commission on Accreditation of 
Healthcare Organizations has appointed several members of its Hospital 
Advisory Council to a committee that will advise the organization regarding 
third-party requests for hospital data analysis. In May, JCAHO released an 
analysis of data from hospitals in 29 states to 14 Blue Cross/Blue Shield 
health plans. It later apologized for failing to notify the hospitals in advance 
but suggested it would continue providing such analyses to third parties, 
with input from the new work group to ensure a "fair and rational process." 
Craig Jones, council chairman and CEO of the Oklahoma Hospital 
Association, will chair the data advisory group. Other members include 
Kathy Ciccone of the Healthcare Association of New York State, Sheridan 
Kassirer of Partners Health Care System in Boston, Robert Kiely of 
Middlesex Hospital in Connecticut, Beverly Miller of the Maryland Hospital 
Association, Nanette Todd of Marshall Medical Center in Tennessee, Dorel 
Harms of the California Hospital Association, Cathy Duquette of the 
Hospital Association of Rhode Island, Anne Elixhauser of the Agency for 
Healthcare Research and Quality, and Rhonda Anderson, a JCAHO board 
member.  
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Rule would require nursing homes to vaccinate residents for flu, 
pneumonia  

Nursing homes would have to ensure that all residents are immunized 
against the flu and pneumococcal disease in order to participate in the 
Medicare and Medicaid programs under a proposed rule announced today 
by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services. The only exceptions 
would be if the vaccine is refused by a patient or their legal representative, 
or for medical reasons. The rule will appear in the Aug. 15 Federal 
Register. In the case of a vaccine shortage as declared by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, CMS said state survey agencies would 
have the discretion not to cite facilities for being out of compliance with the 
requirement. Because of the impending flu season, the expedited proposed 
rule will have a 15-day comment period. CMS is encouraging nursing 
homes to provide flu vaccine to their health care workers as well, but does 
not require it in the proposed regulation.  

OSHA QuickTakes for the month of August    

OSHA Announces Targeted Inspection Plan for 2005 
    About 4,400 high-hazard worksites are on tap for inspection under 
OSHA's Site Specific Targeting Program for 2005, the agency announced 
August 9. This year's program will initially target sites that reported 12 or 
more injuries or illnesses for every 100 full-time workers resulting in days 
away from work, restricted work activity or job transfer (known as the DART 
rate). The list will also include sites that have a days away from work injury 
and illness (DAFWII) rate of 9 or higher. The program stems from OSHA's 
Data Initiative for 2004 that surveyed approximately 80,000 employers to 
attain injury and illness data for 2003. 

Safety and Health Information Bulletin Focuses on Hearing-Impaired 
Workers 
    Hearing-impaired workers face challenges on the job including receiving 
emergency notifications, evacuating safely in an emergency, receiving 
training, communicating and responding to workplace safety hazards. 
These barriers can be minimized through implementation of the practical 
steps, as appropriate for each situation, described in OSHA's recently 
published Safety and Health Information Bulletin on Innovative Workplace 
Safety Accommodations for Hearing-Impaired Workers. This bulletin, 
prepared in collaboration with the National Hearing Conservation 
Association alliance participants, industry representatives and other federal 
agencies, offers emergency/evacuation response and workplace safety 
and health considerations for hearing-impaired employees. 
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Workcompcentral, August 15, 2005 

The North Carolina state Senate late Friday unanimously approved a 
workers' compensation bill that is a stripped-down version of legislation that 
drew protests in May from injured workers and attorneys. 
 
The Raleigh News & Observer reported that state senators voted 49-0 to 
approve the House measure, which the paper called a "compromise 
measure reached months after the industry's decision to seek changes 
brought complaints from injured workers."  
 
The House is yet to take up the bill, and there was some concern last week 
whether the House will have enough time before the General Assembly 
session ends.  
 
Rolf Blizzard, government affairs director for North Carolina Citizens for 
Business and Industry, characterized the legislation as "a good first step" in 
tightening up a workers' compensation system that has gone a decade 
without any major changes.  
 
The North Carolina bill specifically: 
 
-- Deals with drug and alcohol in the workplace by allowing an employer to 
challenge a claim filed by employee who was under the influence of drugs 
or alcohol at the time of an injury accident. Employees whose chemical 
impairment is found to have contributed to their injury could lose their 
benefits, under the legislation. 
 
-- Prompt payment of claims within 14 days in cases that are 
straightforward and the occupational link is apparent.  
 
-- Employer access to medical records from physicians, which addresses a 
lack of communication that forced employers to seek worker medical files 
through a deposition. 

 
-- A study of appropriate benefit levels for a gamut of occupational 
diseases, incluidng asbestos and silica, and developing a silica-exposure 
level for North Carolina workers.  
 
"I like to think of these as 'baby step' reforms," Blizzard said. "It starts us 
moving down the road in dealing with workers' compensation on an annual 
basis."  
 
The bill no longer contains controversial proposals to cap disability benefits 
at 500 weeks or to allow an employer to cease paying a worker's benefits 
who refuses to return to work in a suitable alternative position.  
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Discussion of the tough issues that workers and applicant attorneys 
oppose have been pushed back until next spring.  
 

-- Rob McCarthy, WCC Editor 

Medscape Daily News, August 16, 2005 

Acetaminophen, NSAIDs May Increase Women's Hypertension Risk  
Findings from Nurses' Health Study I and II show that the two drug classes 
may be increasing the incidence of hypertension.  Medscape Medical News 
2005 

AHA News Now - August 16, 2005 

Chicken pox vaccination curbs hospital, outpatient visits, study finds  

Hospitalizations for chicken pox have fallen dramatically among all age 
groups since 1995, when vaccination was recommended as part of routine 
immunization, shows a study in today's issue of the Journal of the 
American Medical Association. The study found an 88% drop in 
hospitalizations for chicken pox from the pre-vaccination period to 2002, 
and a 59% decrease in outpatient visits. The study's authors estimate that 
national spending on hospital and outpatient visits for chicken pox fell 74% 
during that period, from an average of nearly $85 million in 1994 to $22 
million in 2002. They conclude that their findings demonstrate the success 
of the chicken pox vaccination program but call for further research based 
on nationally representative data. Their findings are based on data on 
enrollees in more than 100 employer-based insurance plans.  

AANP SmartBrief, August 17, 2005 

U.S. reserves up to 80 million doses of smallpox vaccine  
A U.K. drugmaker says the U.S. has ordered as many as 80 million doses 
of a particular smallpox vaccine with a value of more than $1 billion, to 
stockpile for use in the event of a bioterrorist attack. Acambis said the U.S. 
order includes 20 million doses of its MVA vaccine over the next two years, 
a weaker version of the usual smallpox vaccine that is intended for the 
elderly and people with immune disorders or who have skin problems such 
as eczema. The order includes an option to order another 60 million doses 
later.   The New York Times/Reuters 
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AANP SmartBrief, August 18, 2005 

Study: Secondhand smoke costs nation nearly $10 billion a year  
The combination of direct costs and indirect costs of secondhand smoke 
costs to the U.S. comes to nearly $10 billion a year, according to a new 
study. Researchers say direct costs, including such expenses as treatment 
of heart disease and lung cancer, come to $4.98 billion, and the indirect 
costs from things like lost wages and reduced costs and services related to 
disabilities comes to about $4.68 billion.   AlertNet.org/Reuters 

Rising salt intake in U.S. worries nutritionists  
Americans' salt consumption has risen at an alarming rate in recent 
decades, nutritionists say. Meanwhile, launches of new low-sodium 
products have fallen by about 50% since 1991. But ConAgra officials say 
they're reducing sodium in some products without advertising that fact on 
labels because consumers are sometimes wary of reduced-sodium 
offerings.   The Wall Street Journal 

Study: Drug patch can help treat tendinitis  
A new skin patch that delivers the analgesic drug ketoprofen offers an 
effective alternative to oral nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs to treat 
tendinitis, according to a new study. Researchers say the oral drugs can 
sometimes have side effects, but a 3- to 14-day treatment course of a 
once-daily 100-milligram ketoprofen patch can improve or cure tendinitis.   
Yahoo!/Reuters 

Infection Control Monitor 08/19/05 

Bird flu: Europe may halt spread of disease 

Europe is better equipped at containing bird flu than Southeast Asia and 
may serve as a successful line of defense against the spread of the deadly 
virus, say health experts.  

European health officials would likely detect the virus much sooner, and 
humans wouldn’t be at the same risk because they do not live in such close 
proximity with animals, as they do in Southeast Asia.  

The European poultry industry is also better able to protect birds from 
contact with the wild ducks, which experts widely blame for the spread of 
the disease. Italy and the Netherlands have already stamped out outbreaks 
of bird flu once before.  

Additionally, the health care system in most European countries is far more 
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advanced and better able to deal with human exposure to bird flu.  

AANP SmartBrief, August 19, 2005 

Possible health benefits sweeten deal for chocolate lovers  
With mounting research suggesting cocoa beans could have health 
benefits, chocoholics may have a little less guilt about their addiction. Only 
chocolates containing compounds called flavanols, however, are believed 
to offer benefits such as warding off vascular disease, and many types of 
chocolate sold on store shelves do not contain those compounds.   The 
Washington Post/Associated Press 

Study: Obesity in older people leads to disabilities  
People who are obese after the age of 70 were found to have comparable 
life expectancies as older, thinner people, but are more prone to 
developing disabilities, a study says. Researchers detailed several 
possibilities for the higher disability level including chronic inflammation and 
a tendency for older people to already have increased rates of medical 
issues such as diabetes and arthritis. 

Native Hawaiian healing methods gaining favor  
With costs of conventional drugs and health care going up, an increasing 
number of Hawaiian residents are turning to some of the Native Hawaiian 
healing methods that have long been used in the region. Island plants are 
being used to treat injuries and ailments, and some of the techniques are 
being combined with conventional treatments in health care programs 
supported by the state.   CNN/Associated Press 

AHA News Now - August 19, 2005 

Nurse staffing ratios aggravating capacity constraints in California, report 
finds  

A California law mandating minimum nurse-to-patient staffing ratios is 
making it tougher for hospitals in Orange County to keep up with the 
growing demands of their community, according to a new report from the 
Center for Studying Health System Change, a research organization. The 
report found that the ratios are intensifying already fierce competition for 
nurses, driving up salaries that are among the highest in the nation, and 
forcing many hospitals to close beds or divert patients from the emergency 
department to comply. California Hospital Association spokesperson Jan 
Emerson said the report "confirms exactly what we've been saying. Given 
the dire shortage of nurses in California, it is impossible to comply with the 
mandatory ratios. This is a practical matter that has a direct impact on 
patients' access to care." A 1:5 nurse-to-patient ratio for medical-surgical 
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units went into effect in March, following a failed attempt by the governor to 
delay implementation through emergency regulations. 

Medscape Daily News, August 19, 2005 

Guidelines for Diagnosis and Treatment of Heart Failure Updated  
The AHA and ACC have updated the 2001 guidelines for the diagnosis and 
treatment of heart failure. Medscape Medical News 2005 

Texas Department of State Health Services Updates Guidelines for Bipolar 
I Disorder  
The updates include medication strategies for prophylaxis in two primary 
algorithms. Medscape Medical News 2005 

Merck Says FDA OKs Singulair for Indoor Allergies  
Merck & Co. Inc. said on Thursday U.S. regulators have approved its anti-
leukotriene allergy treatment Singulair (montelukast) for use against year-
round indoor allergies, further expanding the drug's potential use. Reuters 
Health Information 2005 

Survey Shows Conflicting Attitudes Towards HIV Vaccine Research  
Most adults in the U.S. believe that a vaccine against HIV offers the best 
chance at controlling the global AIDS epidemic and are confident that an 
effective vaccine against the virus will be developed. However, only a 
minority expressed strong support for a friend and family member's 
participation in an HIV vaccine trial. 
Reuters Health Information 2005 

Electroacupuncture Helpful for Postoperative Nausea and Vomiting  
This modality was more effective than ondansetron for prevention of 
postoperative nausea and vomiting after breast surgery, according to a 
randomized trial published in the October 2004 issue of Anesthesia and 
Analgesia.  Medscape Medical News 2004 

FDA News Digest for August 22, 2005 

New Blood Test to Help Doctors Personalize Drug Treatments 
  
FDA has cleared for marketing a new blood test that will help doctors make 
personalized drug treatment decisions for some patients. Called the 
Invader UGT1A1 Molecular Assay, the test detects variations in genes that 
affect how certain drugs are broken down and cleared by the body. This 
information allows doctors to set the right drug dosage and minimize 
harmful drug reactions. 
http://www.fda.gov/bbs/topics/NEWS/2005/NEW01220.html 

http://www.fda.gov/bbs/topics/NEWS/2005/NEW01220.html
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OSHA best practices first receivers 
 
http://www.osha.gov/dts/osta/bestpractices/html/hospital_firstreceivers.html 
  
http://www.osha.gov/dts/osta/bestpractices/firstreceivers_hospital.html 
 
Occupational Health & Safety E-News 08-22-05 

DOT Issues New Rules For Work, Sleep Schedules  

After a 2004 court ruling that overturned an earlier effort to set work 
schedule rules, the Department of Transportation’s Federal Motor Carrier 
Safety Administration issued a new Hours-of-Service rule that spells out 
the length of time commercial drivers can operate trucks before they are 
required to take a break.  

Study: Long Working Hours Boost Risk Of Illness, Injury  

Regardless of how hazardous the job is, working long hours puts workers 
at increased risk for injury and illness, a study has found. 

Workplace Safety Models Help Safety Professionals Deliver 'Safety 
Pays' Message  

The National Safety Council has announced the publication of four tools to 
more accurately calculate, analyze, interpret and communicate the costs 
and benefits of workplace safety and health programs. 

Medscape Daily News, August 22, 2005 

Modification of Meningococcal Vaccine Widens Protection  
A modified version of the meningococcal outer membrane vesicle (OMV) 
vaccine, featuring overexpression of a neisserial antigen, provides broader 
protection against disease than a conventional OMV vaccine, according to 
findings from an animal study reported in the August 14 issue of the 
Journal of Infectious Diseases. 
Reuters Health Information 2005 

Jury Finds Merck at Fault in Texas Man's Death  
A jury in the first civil trial against Merck & Co.'s popular painkiller Vioxx on 
Friday found the pharmaceutical company liable for the 2001 death of a 
Texas man, awarding his widow a total of more than $250 million.  Reuters 

http://www.osha.gov/dts/osta/bestpractices/html/hospital_firstreceivers.html
http://www.osha.gov/dts/osta/bestpractices/firstreceivers_hospital.html
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Health Information 2005 

 

AANP SmartBrief, August 23, 2005 

Rush is on for Tamiflu  
Health experts say there are signs individuals as well as governments are 
stocking up on Tamiflu for use in case of a flu pandemic, a development 
that could have an impact on the availability of the drug. Tamiflu's 
producer, Switzerland-based Roche, does not say how much of the drug it 
can produce, but insists individuals and governments do not draw from the 
same supply pool.   Yahoo!/Canadian Press  

Emergency Management Alert 08/23/05 

OSHA’s suggestions for decontaminating patients  

When a hazardous material emergency takes place, OSHA suggests that it 
is ideal to decontaminate patients before they reach the hospital, preferably 
at the incident site. However, complete on-site decontamination of victims 
may not be possible due to the medical conditions of the employees, 
training and skills of emergency responders, weather conditions, and 
equipment availability. Therefore, your hospital should have designated 
decontamination areas.  

Although you don’t need to set aside areas dedicated solely to 
decontamination, your hospital needs to take appropriate precautions to 
prevent the spread of contamination to other areas within the hospital. 
Perform decontamination in areas of the facility that will minimize any 
exposures to uncontaminated employees, other patients, or equipment.  

Often, you can use morgues as decontamination rooms because of the 
preexisting drainage and ventilation system. Morgues often have ventilation 
isolation to prevent mixing of airflow with other area systems.  

An alternative to an indoor decontamination area would be an outside or 
portable decontamination facility. This might include wading pools or 
outdoor showers, along with bags for disposal of contaminated clothes.  

To read the suggestions in their entirety, click here.  

Workcompcentral.com, August 23, 2005 

Bills that would put a lid on costs for repackaged drugs, require all roofers 



C:\Documents and Settings\Annie\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\OLK6C \sept 2005 Quarterly Government 
Affairs Newsletter final.doc              Page 33 of 55 

to buy workers' compensation coverage and penalize insurers who fail to 
pay ordered awards are among measures pending final votes by California 
lawmakers before the state Legislature adjourns early next month. 

State lawmakers introduced 135 bills pertaining to workers' compensation 
this year, but most of the measures failed to make it out of committee as 
lawmakers wait to see the impact of back-to-back reforms signed into law 
by Govs. Gray Davis and Arnold Schwarzenegger. 
 
All pending bills must be approved by the Assembly and Senate fiscal 
committees by Aug. 26. The Legislature is scheduled to adjourn on Sept. 9, 
but that may be extended to Sept. 10, the Associated Press reported. 
 
Here's what remains on the legislative agenda: 
 
*Senate Bill 292 by Jackie Speier, D-Hillsborough. The measure would 
establish a reimbursement rate for drugs not found in the Medi-Cal 
database, including repackaged drugs, at a rate equal to the generic 
equivalent in the Medi-Cal database. If no generic equivalent is available, 
the limit would be no more than 100 percent of the average wholesale price 
of the drug, using the National Drug Code of the original manufacturer. 
 
*SB 406 by Robert Dutton, R-Rancho Cucamonga. This bill would require 
the Commission on Health and Safety and Workers' Compensation to 
study the feasibility of collecting data on indemnity and medical costs paid 
by public agencies. 
 
*Senate Bill 1023 by Joseph Dunn, D-Garden Grove. The bill would require 
an insurer or self-insured employer who fails to fully comply with an order 
or award of the Workers' Compensation Appeals Board to pay an extra 
$2,000 to the claimant on the first enforcement action and $5,000 extra on 
any subsequent enforcement action. 
 
*Assembly Bill 817 by Barbara Matthews, D-Tracy. The bill requires the 
California Insurance Guarantee Association to cover up to $500,000 in 
claims from each self-insured employer who purchased excess coverage 
through carriers that became insolvent. 
 
*AB 881 by Bill Emmerson, R-Rancho Cucamonga. The bill, supported by 
the industry, would prohibit roofing companies from claiming they are 
exempt from workers' compensation coverage because they have no 
employees and require insurers to perform annual payroll audits on roofing 
companies that have insurance. 

AHA News Now - August 23, 2005 
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WHO partners with JCAHO on international patient safety center  

The Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations and its 
international consulting and accreditation division will collaborate with the 
World Health Organization on an international center aimed at reducing 
safety risks to patients, the organizations announced today. The partners 
said the center will collaborate with ministries of health, patient safety 
experts and agencies, health care professional associations and consumer 
organizations to focus worldwide attention on best practices and coordinate 
international efforts to spread those solutions as broadly as possible.  

Additional policies, actions needed to address obesity, report concludes  

A health advocacy organization today called for further action by families, 
communities, government, schools, employers and others to reverse the 
nation's rising obesity trend. Among other actions, the report by Trust for 
America's Health recommends that individuals and families factor health 
concerns into their eating and exercise choices; that communities provide 
access to physical activity and healthy foods; that schools adopt stricter 
nutritional standards and promote physical activity; that employers offer 
programs and benefits that help employees stay healthy; and that health 
care providers routinely ask patients about their exercise habits and 
counsel them on the importance of fitness. An estimated 119 million 
American adults, or 64.5%, are overweight or obese, the report notes. 

Medscape Daily News, August 24, 2005 

Aspirin or NSAIDs May Reduce Risk of Colorectal Cancer  
The Nurses' Health Study suggests that either drug reduces the risk of 
colorectal cancer, but that the required dose is higher than that needed to 
prevent cardiovascular disease. Medscape Medical News 2005 

Butterbur May Be an Effective Alternative Treatment of Intermittent Allergic 
Rhinitis  
In a randomized trial, this herbal extract was as effective as fexofenadine 
and was nonsedating. Medscape Medical News 2005 

AHA News Now - August 24, 2005 

Increased hospital spending driven by higher demand, medical advances  

The rising cost of the goods and services needed to provide hospital care 
accounted for more than half of the increase in spending on hospital care in 
recent years, according to a report released today by the AHA. Salaries 
and benefits, which have increased rapidly in the face of a severe national 
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workforce shortage, accounted for most of the increase in hospital costs. 
Also contributing to the increase in spending on hospital care were higher 
demand for care from a growing and aging population, the more intense 
care needs of an older, frailer population and the medical advances that 
make more complex, sophisticated care possible, the report indicates. 
“Society faces a balancing act as we weigh the benefits of improved care 
and longer lives with the growing cost of health care,” said AHA Senior 
Vice President for Policy Carmela Coyle. “Advances in medicine can 
dramatically improve the quality of life for patients. This comes with higher 
costs, but these investments can make a difference in the health of 
Americans.”  

Report finds physician-owned facilities creating cost, access problems  

Physician ownership of health care facilities threatens to further fuel rising 
health care spending and widen gaps in access to care, suggests a new 
report from the Center for Studying Health System Change. Based on site 
visits to 12 U.S. communities, the report found that more and more 
physicians, seeking new sources of revenue, have opened their own health 
care facilities and are specializing in lucrative diagnostic and surgical 
services. The report expresses concerns that the facilities create 
duplicative capacity and financial incentives to recommend costly, 
unnecessary care; siphon the resources community hospitals need to 
subsidize care for the uninsured and unprofitable services such as trauma 
care; and make it more difficult for hospitals to secure emergency on-call 
coverage of specialty physicians. At a briefing on the report, AHA Senior 
Vice President for Policy Carmela Coyle said physician ownership of 
specialty hospitals is stretching a health care safety net that is already 
“frayed and torn.”  

WHO to receive 3 million treatments of flu antiviral drug for pandemic  

Roche will donate 3 million treatment courses of Tamiflu to an international 
stockpile of flu antiviral drugs created by the World Health Organization to 
respond quickly to an emerging flu pandemic, the WHO announced today. 
The 30 million capsules would be dispatched to people in greatest need at 
the site of an emerging flu pandemic. "Right now, many wealthy countries 
are creating their own stockpiles of antivirals,” WHO Director-General LEE 
Jong-wook said. “However poor countries simply cannot afford to do this. If 
a flu pandemic were to emerge in a poor country for example, these drugs 
could be flown quickly to the center of a potential pandemic.” Roche 
expects the first 1 million treatment courses (10 million capsules) to be 
ready early next year, with the remaining capsules ready before mid-2006, 
WHO said.  
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Workcompcentral.com, August 25, 2005 

North Carolina lawmakers early Wednesday passed a limited workers' 
compensation reform bill that assigns the most controversial issues to a 
legislative study committee. 
 
The General Assembly worked into the early morning hours to approve 
approved H. 99 and several other bills before adjourning.  
 
"Political realities required legislators to pare down the original reform 
package advocated by our business and insurer coalition," said Raymond 
G. Farmer, AIA assistant vice president, Southeast Region, in a press 
release. "We are pleased, however, that action was taken on some of the 
most pressing reforms, and that we still have an opportunity, through the 
study committee, to revisit the remaining issues in the 2006 session." 
 
But an employers' lobbyist said H. 99 gives employers a lot to celebrate, 
especially since competing bills that would have increased benefits died in 
committee. 
 
"We got a good bit of what we wanted," said Rolf Blizzard, government 
affairs director for the North Carolina Citizens for Business and Industry. 
"We didn't get everything we wanted. I don't know of a lot of people who go 
to the Legislature that do." 

 
One of those unresolved issues is the appropriate length and level of 
benefit payments, and whether to impose a lifetime cap on temporary 
disability benefits, the AIA said. The study committee, to be appointed by 
leaders in the House and Senate, will also further examine a provision in 
an earlier version of the reform bill that would allow employers to halt 
payments if the worker refused to accept a position considered "suitable 
employment." 
 
AIA said both issues are key to controlling North Carolina's rising average 
indemnity payments, which continue to outpace those of other states. 
 
According to the AIA, H. 99 includes the following reforms: 
 
*Creates a "rebuttable presumption of impairment" for employees who 
suffer industrial accidents while under the influence of drugs alcohol. 
 
*Authorizes the Industrial Commission to write regulations to allow 
employers more time to investigate complicated claims, which now must be 
approved or denied within 14 days. 
 
*Gives employers access to injured worker medical records, a right that 
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was called into question by the Salaam v. N.C. Department of 
Transportation decision in 1996, which forced many employers to resort to 
depositions to obtain medical information. 

 
*Authorizes the Industrial Commission to adjust its orders to ensure that a 
claimant may not benefit by any unlawful conduct. 
 
H. 99 now goes to Democratic Gov. Mike Easley, who is expected to sign 
the bill into law. 
 
AUSTIN -- Small employers in Texas may be eligible for up to $2,500 a 
year in reimbursement for making workplace modifications for injured 
workers, under a return to work (RTW) pilot program set to begin Jan. 1.  
 
The new Division of Workers' Compensation will fund the three-year 
program with up to $100,000 annually with administrative penalties. 
 
Virginia May, director of RTW services at the Texas Workers' 
Compensation Commission (TWCC), said Wednesday the pilot program is 
an initiative ordered by lawmakers as part of HB 7, the workers' 
compensation reform bill passed earlier this year. 
 
Under HB 7, TWCC becomes the DWC and is absorbed into the Texas 
Department of Insurance Sept. 1. 

 
May notes that TWCC has been promoting RTW efforts by employers, 
including "a lot of education," with speakers and consultation services 
available to employers and health care provider groups and individual 
practices. 
 
HB 7 provides for up to $100,000 a year through fiscal year 2009 to 
reimburse eligible employers for making workplace modifications 
necessary to accommodate an injured employee's return to modified or 
alternative work "within doctor-imposed work restrictions." 
 
RTW programs "are not mandatory for employers; that has not changed," 
May said. 
 
However, legislators, employers and insurance carriers have backed RTW 
programs as a means of controlling rising premium costs in the Texas 
workers' compensation system. 
 
Under HB 7, firms with between 2 and 50 employees are eligible to apply 
for DWC reimbursement for modifications to a worksite; equipment, 
devices, furniture or tools; and "other costs necessary for reasonable 
accommodation of the employee's restrictions." 
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While employers may spend more than $2,500 to make modifications to a 
workplace, that is the maximum amount which can be reimbursed, May 
noted. 
 
"But the rehabilitation folks indicate the actual average is lower because 
many modifications may cost little or nothing," she said. 
 
Between $50 and $500 is a more likely range, May reports. "We hope to 
approve a number at those lower levels," she said. 
 
HB 7 provides for the pilot program to expire Sept. 1, 2009. 
 
"We will be needing to promulgate a rule for the program ... to enact the 
statutory language," May said. 
 
That is expected to take place within the next few months, with the exact 
timing depending on when a commissioner for DWC is named by Gov. Rick 
Perry, she said. 
 
The legislation requires the commissioner to be named by Oct. 1. 
 
The proposed rule will be put out for public comment. 

 
"We will be up and running Jan. 1," May said. 
Oregon Gov. Ted Kulongoski gave notice this week that he may veto a bill 
that would direct a study on whether chiropractors should be allowed to act 
as "attending physicians" for workers' compensation claims, the 
Statesman-Journal newspaper reported. 
 
Under a 1988 change to the Oregon Constitution, the governor must give a 
five-day notice before he vetoes any bill, although he has no obligation to 
actually veto the measures once he gives notice. 
 
House Bill 2588 was on a list of four bills that Kulongoski released on a 
veto notice Tuesday. The measure would require Oregon Health & Science 
University to study whether allowing chiropractors to treat injured workers 
would reduce costs to the system.  
 
According to the Statesman-Journal, the definition of medical providers 
was limited largely to medical doctors in the 1990 workers' compensation 
reform measure that Kulongoski, then the state insurance commissioner, 
helped draft. 
 
Kulongoski has until Sept. 19 to act on bills, the newspaper said. Vetoes 
can be overturned by approval of two-thirds majority in both houses at the 
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Legislature's next special or regular session, the newspaper said. 
 
Source: Statesman-Journal  
 
 
Workcompcentral, August 29, 2005 
 
Missouri Senate Bills 1 and 130 dealing with the workers' compensation 
law became law on Sunday.  
 
The new laws represent the most significant reform of Missouri workers' 
compensation in over 10 years. Some essential changes in the law include:  
 
-- Workplace accident or occupational exposure to be the "prevailing factor" 
in causing both the medical condition and disability;  
 
-- The workers' compensation law shall be interpreted strictly without giving 
the benefit of doubt to any party;  
 
-- Increased penalties against those who commit fraud under the Missouri's 
workers' compensation system that could result in either a class A 
misdemeanor or a class D felony and a fine;  

 
-- A 50% reduction in benefits for an employee who sustains an injury in 
conjunction with the use of alcohol or nonprescribed controlled drugs, in 
violation of the employer's rule or policy relating to a drug-free workplace or 
with the use of alcohol or nonprescribed drugs in the workplace;  
 
-- Placing greater emphasis on workplace safety. An employee's failure to 
use safety devices provided by the employer or failure to follow safety rules 
shall result in a reduction of benefits between 25% and 50%.  
 
All employers will need an updated version of the workers' compensation 
poster as of Sunday, Aug. 28. Posters may be requested by emailing your 
company name and mailing address to: Pat.Secrest@dolir.mo.gov. 
 
"The changes made to the workers' compensation system will protect 
employers from fraudulent claims, while preserving the integrity of the 
system so that rights of injured workers are still protected," said Tom 
Deuschle, director of the Missouri Department of Labor and Industrial 
Relations.  
 
"I commend Pat Secrest, director of the Division of Workers' Compensation 
and her staff for their efforts and dedication to implement the changes to 
the law in order to respond to the concerns of the stakeholders."  
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The Missouri Department of Labor will work with lawmakers during an 
upcoming special session to correct a drafting error that occurred in the 
original bill signed earlier this year. The error was a result of language 
unintentionally kept from an earlier version.  
 
For detailed information regarding the changes to the workers' 
compensation law, visit the DOL website at http://www.dolir.mo.gov/wc or 
call us at 800-775-2667 for employees or 888-837-6069 for employers.  
 
Source: Missouri DOLIR  
 
Medscape Daily News, August 29, 2005 
 
Homeopathy's Benefits Are Placebo Effects -- Meta-Analysis  
After examining the quality of clinical trials that evaluated the effects 
of homeopathic and allopathic medicine, the authors of a report in the 
August 27 issue of The Lancet have concluded that the clinical 
benefits attributed to homeopathic treatment are placebo effects. 
Reuters Health Information 2005 
 
US National Institutes of Health Releases Ethics Rules  
The U.S. National Institutes of Health issued revised ethics 
regulations on Thursday with new rules on investments and 
consulting in the health industry that are aimed at cleaning up the 
agency's image.    Reuters Health Information 2005 
 
IAC Express #548, August 
 
NEW: CDC'S INFLUENZA WEB SECTION ADDS MATERIALS FOR THE   
2005-06 SEASON  
 
CDC recently added two fact sheets and a Q&A page to its  
Influenza web section. Details follow: 
 
FACT SHEETS 
(1) The 2-page fact sheet "Key Facts About Influenza Vaccine"  
was posted on the Influenza web section on 8/12/05. 
 
To access it in ready-to-print (PDF) format, go to:  
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/protect/pdf/vaccinekeyfacts.pdf 
 
To access it in web-text (HTML) format, go to:  
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/protect/keyfacts.htm 
 
NOTE: The Spanish, Vietnamese, Chinese, and Tagalog versions of  

http://www.cdc.gov/flu/protect/pdf/vaccinekeyfacts.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/protect/keyfacts.htm
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the 8/12/05 fact sheet have not yet been posted.  
 
(2) The 2-page fact sheet "Protecting Against Influenza (Flu):  
Advice for Caregivers of Children Less Than 2 Years Old" was  
posted on the Influenza web section on 8/17/05. 
 
To access it in ready-to-print (PDF) format, go to:  
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/protect/pdf/infantcare.pdf 
 
To access it in web-text (HTML) format, go to:  
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/protect/infantcare.htm 
 
NOTE: The Spanish, Vietnamese, Chinese, and Tagalog versions of  
the 8/17/05 fact sheet have not yet been posted. 
 
Q&A PAGE 
(3) "Questions & Answers: Projected Vaccine Supply for the   
2005-06 Influenza Season" was posted on the Influenza web  
section on 8/22/05. 
 
To access it, go to:  
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/qa/0506supply.htm 
 
Hospital Infection Control Weekly, August 30, 2005 

Influenza Vaccine Could Offer "Permanent" Protection 
 
Developing a silver bullet with enduring immunity 
 
Researchers at Acambis Inc. in Cambridge, UK, are working on a new 
influenza vaccine that could offer "permanent" protection against influenza 
as well as protection against influenza pandemics. Influenza vaccines 
currently are administered annually.  
 
The aim of the research collaboration is to generate a "universal" vaccine 
candidate that would protect against both A and B strains of influenza and, 
more importantly, would not require annual changes to the formulation, 
according to a company press release. This contrasts with current 
influenza vaccines that need to be changed, generally each year, to cope 
with genetic drift, mutations that occur in influenza strains circulating in 
nature, as well as major genetic shifts that can result in influenza 
pandemics. The need to change vaccine formulations each year results in 
delays in initiating vaccine coverage. 
 
A major component of the new candidates will be M2e, the extracellular 
domain of the ion channel protein M2, which is specific to influenza A. 

http://www.cdc.gov/flu/protect/pdf/infantcare.pdf
http://www.cdc
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/qa/0506supply.htm
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Being highly conserved, M2e is intended to elicit protective immune 
responses against all strains of influenza A. M2e is incorporated in a 
unique carrier system that forms highly immunogenic virus-like particles. 
The initial vaccine candidate against influenza A is currently in pre-clinical 
development. It is manufactured using recombinant bacterial fermentation 
technology, which aims to provide time and cost efficiencies compared with 
traditional egg-based production methods, the company reported. 

Medscape Daily News, August 30, 2005 

Caffeine Withdrawal to Be Included in the DSM-IV  
Don't miss out on this News CME article due to expire next month. A 
literature review allows for validation of the symptoms, signs, 
incidence, severity, and associated features of this syndrome. 
Medscape Medical News 2004 

Workcompcentral, August 30, 2005 

The California State Assembly on Monday passed a bill that would create 
new penalties against insurers and employers that fail to pay court-
awarded workers' comp benefits. 
 
The Assembly voted 47-23 to approve Senate Bill 1023 by Joseph Dunn, 
D-Garden Grove. The bill now heads back to the Senate for concurrence 
with Assembly amendments, but proponents expect easy passage by the 
Democrat-controlled chamber. The real question is whether Republican 
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger will approve a measure that the insurance 
industry says is "chipping away" at the reform bill he championed last year. 
 
"I can never speak for the governor, but that is the argument that will be 
made: This is not something that will enhance the system, it is just 
something that will add costs to the system which is business as usual," 
said Nicole Mahrt, a lobbyist for the American Insurance Association. 
 
SB 1023 requires an insurer or self-insured employer who fails to fully 
comply with an order or award of the Workers' Compensation Appeals 
Board within 10 calendar days to pay a $2,000 penalty for the first offense 
and $5,000 for any subsequent offense. The injured worker would have to 
appeal to enforce the penalty order, and the penalties would not apply to 
utilization-review disputes. 
 
Peggy Sugarman, VotersInjuredatWork.org executive director, said the 
legislative success is welcome news in a year where lawmakers have 
rejected one worker-friendly measure after another. But she said SB 1023 
won't be much consolation for injured workers who have seen their benefits 
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slashed under California's new Permanent Disability Rating Schedule.  
 
"I actually got some grief from injured workers who say this is nothing," 
Sugarman said. "I said 'You're right, but you got to start somewhere.' It's a 
little something for their trouble." 
 
Like Mahrt, Sugarman wouldn't predict whether Schwarzenegger will sign 
the bill. 
 
"Who knows, maybe he wants to throw the injured workers a bone," she 
said. 

AHA News Now - August 31, 2005 

HHS to seek hospitals’ help in staffing emergency medical centers  

The Department of Health and Human Services today announced plans to 
create up to 40 250-bed federal emergency medical shelters to stabilize 
and provide basic medical care to hospital and nursing home patients 
evacuated from areas hit by Hurricane Katrina, as well as individuals with 
storm-related injuries. HHS said it has begun to set up one such shelter at 
Louisiana State University in Baton Rouge, and plans to set up an 
additional nine shelters within the next 72 hours. Each shelter will be 
staffed “austerely” with a team of 100 health professionals, according to 
HHS. The agency said it would be seeking hospitals’ help in staffing and 
managing the additional centers and possibly in providing basic equipment 
such as cots and IV poles. The AHA promised to stay in close contact with 
HHS and notify hospitals when it has more information on HHS’ needs and 
answers to questions on liability, reimbursement and other issues. The 
AHA added that it is working with other hospital associations to set up a 
Web site and telephone number to collect information from hospitals 
interested in sending teams to staff the emergency medical shelters or 
provide other support. Secretary Leavitt today thanked the hospital 
community for their “compassionate” response to the disaster, which he 
said is in keeping with the “American spirit.” 

Infection Control Monitor 09/02/05 

Hospital staff TB testing: A challenging responsibility  

A pair of highly publicized TB cases involving infected healthcare workers 
slipping through the cracks and endangering both staff and patients over 
the past several months in Boston and Atlanta has cast a spotlight on 
pitfalls in the consistent implementation of the TB skin testing guidelines, 
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according to occupational health experts.  

To read the full story, click here. The cost is $10. Briefings on Infection 
Control subscribers received this story with their subscriptions.  

 

AHA News Now - September 6, 2005 

IOM report calls for national plan to orchestrate quarantine system 

A new report from the Institute of Medicine recommends ways to improve 
the ability of the U.S. quarantine system to protect against the accidental or 
intentional importation of infectious agents, including creation of a strategic 
plan developed by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention that 
clearly delineates the roles and responsibilities of various organizations 
involved in the effort, such as Customs and Border Protection, the State 
Department and Department of Homeland Security. "CDC quarantine 
stations and the broader quarantine system serve as the nation's insurance 
policy against catastrophes that might arise from the importation of 
naturally occurring infectious agents, such as the SARS virus, or man-
made threats like an attack using a dangerous biological agent," said 
Georges Benjamin, executive director of the American Public Health 
Association and chair of the committee that wrote the report. "But no single 
entity currently has the responsibility, authority, and resources to 
orchestrate all the activities of the quarantine system, and the traditional 
responsibilities of quarantine personnel are no longer sufficient to meet the 
challenges posed by the rapidly increasing pace of global trade and travel 
and the emergence of new microbial threats.” 

Medscape Daily News, September 6, 2005 

Blood Pressure Lowering May Be Cardioprotective in Atrial 
Fibrillation  
A subsidiary analysis of PROGRESS suggests that for most patients 
with AF, routine BP lowering offers protection against major vascular 
events in addition to that conferred by anticoagulation. 
Medscape Medical News 2005 

Inflammatory Bowel Disease Associated With Other 
Autoimmune/Inflammatory Diseases  
Two studies further our understanding of this association with other 
diseases, including asthma and MS, suggesting a common genetic 
predisposition, causative triggers, or iatrogenic factors. 
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Medscape Medical News 2005 

AANP SmartBrief, September 6, 2005 

New recommendations for breast, ovarian cancer testing  
Screening and counseling to check for the genetic mutations that are linked 
to breast and ovarian cancers should be limited to women who have a 
family history of the diseases, according to a new set of guidelines from a 
government panel. The recommendations were made because of 
confusion about which patients should receive the testing for the BRCA1 or 
BRCA2 mutations, since not all women with the mutation will develop 
cancer.   USA TODAY 

Emergency Management Alert 09/06/05 

Techniques for washing hands with alcohol-based products  

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention offers the follow 
techniques when washing your hands with soap and water:  

   Place your hands together under water (warm if possible).  

   Rub your hands together for at least 20 seconds (with soap if possible). 
Wash all surfaces thoroughly, including wrists, palms, backs of hands, 
fingers, and under the fingernails.  
   Clean the dirt from under your fingernails.  
   Rinse the soap from your hands.  
   Dry your hands completely with a clean towel if possible (this helps 
remove the germs). However, if towels are not available or if they are 
shared by many people, then it is acceptable to air dry your hands.  
   Pat your skin rather than rubbing to avoid chapping and cracking.  

   If you use a disposable towel, throw it in the trash so that no one else 
can get your germs 

Medscape Daily News, September 7, 2005 

FDA Approvals: Amplimexon, AP23573, TQ-1017  
The FDA has approved orphan drug status for imexon injection 
(Amplimexon), a non-prodrug rapamycin analog (AP23573), and an 
abuse-deterrent once-daily formulation of tramadol HCl (TQ-1017). 
Medscape Medical News 2005 

Workcompcentral, September 8, 2005 
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The maximum weekly benefit for injured Rhode Island workers rose on 
Sept. 1 to $785. That represents a 3.3% gain from last year's ceiling.  
 
The raise, up from a $760 a week during the past 12 months, was granted 
in accordance with Section 28-33-17 of the Workers' Compensation Act, 
Assistant Director Matthew Carey said. Source: Rhode Island DWC 

 

MMWR Weekly, September 8, 2005 

REPORTS  
Trends in Cholesterol Screening

and Awareness of High Blood 
Cholesterol 

United States, 1991--2003 

full text  

Hospital Management E-newsletter, September 9, 2005 

ACIP Issues its 2005-2006 Influenza Recommendations 
 
The Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) updated its 
recommendations for influenza vaccination with these key points:1  

• ACIP recommends that people with any condition (e.g., cognitive 
dysfunction, spinal cord injuries, seizure disorders, or other neuromuscular 
disorders) who can compromise respiratory function or the handling of 
respiratory secretions or who can increase the risk for aspiration be 
vaccinated against influenza.  
• ACIP emphasizes that all health care workers should be vaccinated 
against influenza annually, and facilities that employ health care workers 
should be strongly encouraged to provide vaccine to workers by using 
approaches that maximize immunization rates.  
• Use of both available vaccines (inactivated and live, attenuated 
influenza virus [LAIV]) is encouraged for eligible people every influenza 
season, especially those in recommended target groups. During periods 
when inactivated vaccine is in short supply, use of LAIV is especially 
encouraged when feasible for eligible people (including health care 
workers) because it could considerably increase availability of inactivated 
vaccine for people in groups at high risk.  
• The 2005-2006 trivalent vaccine virus strains are A/California/7/2004 
(H3N2)-like, A/New Caledonia/20/99 (H1N1)-like, and B/Shanghai/ 
361/2002-like antigens. For the A/California/7/ 2004 (H3N2)-like antigen, 
manufacturers may use the antigenically equivalent A/New York/ 55/2004 
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virus, and for the B/Shanghai/361/2002-like antigen, manufacturers may 
use the antigenically equivalent B/Jilin/20/ 2003 virus or B/Jiangsu/10/2003 
virus.  
• The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and other 
agencies will assess the vaccine supply throughout the manufacturing 
period and will make recommendations preceding the 2005-06 influenza 
season regarding the need for tiered timing of vaccination of different risk 
groups. In addition, the CDC will publish ACIP recommendations regarding 
inactivated vaccine subprioritization (tiering) on a later date in Morbidity 
and Mortality Weekly Report.  

Reference 
 
1. Harper SA, et al. Prevention and control of influenza: Recommendations 
of the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP). MMWR 
2005; 54(Early Release):1-40. 
From: Hospital Employee Health 
 
AANP SmartBrief, September 12, 2005 
 
Prevent cancer with simple lifestyle changes  
Many Americans take steps to protect themselves against heart disease, 
but efforts to ward off cancer are less common, experts say. A list of basic 
changes that can increase the odds of living a longer, healthier life includes 
avoiding tobacco, consuming more fruits and vegetables, avoiding 
saturated fats and exercising 30 to 60 minutes a day, according to the 
American Cancer Society.   USA TODAY 
 
Medscape Daily News, September 12, 2005 
 
Hand Sanitizer Gel May Reduce Risk of GI Illness Within Families 
With Children in Day Care  
In a randomized trial, a multifactorial intervention emphasizing 
alcohol-based hand sanitizer use in the home reduced transmission 
of gastrointestinal illnesses in these families  Medscape Medical News 
2005 
 
AAOHN e-News September 12, 2005 

CDC Reports Unprecedented Epidemic Effects of Avian Flu in Asia 

Highly pathogenic avian influenza viruses of the H5N1 subtype are 
circulating in eastern Asia with unprecedented epizootic and 
epidemic effects. Nine Asian countries reported H5N1 outbreaks in 
poultry in 2004: Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Japan, Laos, 



C:\Documents and Settings\Annie\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\OLK6C \sept 2005 Quarterly Government 
Affairs Newsletter final.doc              Page 48 of 55 

Malaysia, South Korea, Thailand, and Vietnam. Between 2004 and 
the first 3 months of 2005, a total of 89 laboratory-confirmed human 
infections, 52 of which were fatal, were reported to the World Health 
Organization (WHO) by public health authorities in Vietnam, 
Thailand, and Cambodia. These records indicate that this outbreak 
of human H5N1 infections is the largest documented since its 
emergence in humans in 1997. For more information on CDC’s 
monitoring of Avian Flu visit: 
http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/EID/vol11no10/05-0644.htm. 

AANP SmartBrief, September 13, 2005 
 
New guidelines lower thresholds for metabolic syndrome risk factors  
With at least 47 million people having metabolic syndrome -- and therefore 
a higher risk for heart disease and diabetes -- health organizations have 
revised guidelines to help health care providers better diagnose the 
syndrome and prescribe proper diet and exercise. Under the new 
guidelines from the American Heart Association and National Heart, Lung 
and Blood Institute, thresholds for risk factors including obesity and high 
blood pressure are lowered to near-borderline levels.   USA TODAY 

Occupational Health & Safety E-News 09-14-05 

NIOSH Provides Online Resource For Occupational Asthma Prevention 
 
NIOSH has posted a new Asthma and Allergies Topic Page designed to 
help safety and health managers prevent occupational asthma 

Medscape Daily News, September 14, 2005 

New Guidelines for Diagnosis and Management of Metabolic 
Syndrome  
The AHA and NHLBI writing group found the NCEP-ATP III criteria to 
be robust and clinically useful, and they recommended maintaining 
them with minor modifications. 
Medscape Medical News 2005 

Medscape Daily News, September 15, 2005 

Low-Fat, Vegan Diet May Be Effective for Weight Loss  
In a 14-week trial, a vegan diet led to significant weight loss in 
overweight postmenopausal women, despite the absence of 
prescribed limits on portion size or energy intake. 
Medscape Medical News 2005 

http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/EID/vol11no10/05
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Europe Urged to Create Influenza Task Force  
Leading European scientists, health experts and government 
representatives urged the European Union on Wednesday to set up 
an influenza task force to prepare for a possible pandemic. 
Reuters Health Information 2005 

MMWR Weekly, September 15, 2005 

Improper Disposal of Hazardous 
Substances and Resulting Injuries 

Selected States, January 2001--March 2005 

full text 

 

Infection Control Monitor 09/16/05 

HHS to add to national stockpile of influenza vaccine, antiviral drugs 

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) has awarded a 
$100 million contract to Sanofi Pasteur to manufacture avian influenza 
vaccine to add to the nation’s Strategic National Stockpile, secretary Mike 
Leavitt announced on Thursday.  

Also, HHS awarded $2.8 million more to GlaxoSmithKline for 84,300 
treatment courses of the antiviral drug zanamivir.  

It is unknown how many individuals the contract will vaccinate, but the 
purchases will go toward reaching the department’s plan to buy enough 
vaccine for 20 million people and enough zanamivir for 20 million more.  

Initial clinical studies indicate that two 90-microgram doses of the vaccine 
are required to stimulate an effective immune response against the H5N1 
strain.  

Medscape Daily News, September 16, 2005 

Soy Foods May Reduce Fracture Risk in Postmenopausal Women  
A cohort study suggests that soy food consumption may reduce the 
risk of fracture in postmenopausal women, particularly in the early 
years following menopause.  Medscape Medical News 2005 

Relaxation Therapy May Help Control Diabetes  
Biofeedback-assisted relaxation seems to have a positive effect in 
patients with type 2 diabetes, leading to significant decreases in 
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blood glucose levels, the findings of a small study suggest. 
Reuters Health Information 2005 

AAOHN e-News September 19, 2005 

NIOSH Web Site Focuses on Prevention of Occupational Asthma 

The National Institute of Occupational Safety and Health’s (NIOSH) 
Web site provides information on the work being conducted in the 
field of occupational asthma (OA) prevention. The Web resource 
consists of two sections: a text primer on the prevention of OA and a 
set of query tables with details about the studies described in the 
primer. It gives occupational health researchers the ability to quickly 
identify gaps in current knowledge, to judge which interventions 
appear most effective, which should be examined for their use in 
additional studies, and to find basic information on study designs 
used in research on the prevention of OA. Additionally, policymakers 
will be able to quickly prioritize prevention research goals. To view 
the Web site visit: 
http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/asthma/OccAsthmaPrevention.html. 

CDC Reschedules “Mass Antibiotic Dispensing” Broadcast/Webcast  

Due to Hurricane Katrina, CDC’s October 27, 2005 broadcast of 
“Mass Antibiotic Dispensing: Using Public Information to Enhance 
POD Flow” has been rescheduled to December 1, 2005 from 1:00 
PM to 2:30 PM ET. This live interactive program will highlight the 
importance of public information and patient education as it relates 
to Points of Dispensing (POD). Policy Information Center (PIC) 
programs can make a long line more bearable, give volunteers the 
answers to possible questions, and speak to the needs of the 
community. Viewers will examine some of the key aspects of a PIC 
program including translation techniques, patient education 
materials, and signage. A question and answer session will enable 
participants nationwide to pose questions to panelists. For program 
information visit: http://www.phppo.cdc.gov/phtn/antibiotic4. To find 
out about hosting a site or being a facilitator, go to: 
http://www.phppo.cdc.gov/phtnonline. 

Medscape Daily News, September 21, 2005 

Laparoscopic Weight Reduction Surgery May Help Reverse 
Metabolic Syndrome  
Don't miss out on this News CME article due to expire next month. In 
a prospective trial, more than half of morbidly obese individuals 

http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/asthma/OccAsthmaPrevention.html
http://www.phppo.cdc
http://www.phppo.cdc.gov/phtnonline
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presenting for surgery had metabolic syndrome with a cure rate of 
96% one year after surgery 

AHA News Now - September 23, 2005 

CDC issues hospital preparedness report 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has released a report 
detailing findings from a 2003 National Center for Health Statistics survey 
of hospitals regarding their preparedness for treating patients from 
bioterrorism attacks or mass casualty incidents. The survey of roughly 500 
hospitals covered topics including emergency response plans, training for 
terrorism response, experiences with internal and external disaster drills, 
and availability of special equipment such as decontamination showers, 
personal protective suits, and negative pressure isolation rooms. Nearly all 
hospitals had emergency terrorism response plans and had revised them 
since 9-11. About nine in 10 hospitals were members of a regional 
interagency disaster preparedness task force, and three-quarters had key 
personnel trained to implement a formal incident command system, among 
other findings. 

Medscape Daily News, September 26, 2005 

Live Attenuated Influenza Vaccine May Be Safe and Effective in 
Children  
In a large, open-label study, trivalent LAIV also did not increase the 
risk of asthma events, so the authors suggested reassessment of the 
lower age limit for use of LAIV-T.  Medscape Medical News 2005 

AAOHN e-News September 26, 2005 

NIOSH Resources Address Health and Safety Risks Linked to 
Demanding Work Schedules 

The National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) 
offers resources that address the health and safety risks that have 
been associated with both shift work and long work hours. A 2003 
report from the International Labour Office stated that working hours 
in the United States exceeded those of Japan and a majority of the 
countries in Western Europe. Data from the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics shows that almost 15 million Americans work evening shift, 
night shift, rotating shifts, or other employer arranged irregular 
schedules. For more information and links to NIOSH publications 
and other resources that address these issues, visit 
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http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/workschedules/. 

AHA News Now - September 27, 2005 

National survey finds hospitals have reduced mercury, overall waste 

More than nine in 10 hospitals polled recognize the hazards associated 
with mercury use and have taken steps to reduce or eliminate mercury-
containing devices, according to a survey released today by the AHA and 
Hospitals for a Healthy Environment. Mercury is commonly found in blood-
pressure monitoring devices, thermometers and other products used in 
health care. The survey found 72% of hospitals have inventoried, labeled 
or replaced all mercury-containing devices, and 80% have adopted 
policies, plans or programs to reduce overall waste as part of the hospital 
field’s commitment to a 1998 accord with the Environmental Protection 
Agency. Under the agreement, the AHA and its American Society for 
Healthcare Environmental Services and American Society for Healthcare 
Engineering set goals to virtually eliminate mercury-containing waste from 
hospitals by 2005 and cut overall hospital waste in half by 2010. “We’ve 
made much progress, but more work still needs to be done,” said Lindsay 
“Mac” Robinson, vice president of AHA’s division of personal membership 
groups. The survey was released at ASHES’ annual conference in 
Phoenix.  

AHA News Now - September 28, 2005 

NIH partners with FluMist maker to develop potential pandemic flu vaccines 

The National Institutes of Health today announced a public-private 
partnership to develop vaccines against avian flu viruses that have the 
potential to cause a pandemic. Under the agreement, NIH’s National 
Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases will work with FluMist-maker 
MedImmune to produce and test vaccines against bird viruses such as the 
H5N1 subtype that has infected 115 people in four Asian countries since 
late 2003, about half of whom have died. While the virus currently is not 
known to spread efficiently from person to person, public health officials 
fear it could trigger a human flu pandemic if it acquires that ability. “This 
agreement will help speed the process of developing vaccines we will need 
to fight an outbreak if the avian flu starts to spread rapidly through the 
human population,” said Health and Human Services Secretary Mike 
Leavitt. 

AHRQ releases new resources to help health care emergency responders 

The federal Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality has released 

http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/workschedules/
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several new tools and models to aid emergency health care personnel 
during public health emergencies, such as hurricanes Katrina and Rita. 
They include standardized hospital bed definitions for organizations 
tracking the availability of beds; emergency preparedness models that 
provide guidance on personal protective equipment, decontamination, 
isolation/quarantine, and laboratory capacity; and an updated computer 
model for predicting the number and type of staff needed to respond to a 
major disease outbreak or bioterrorism attack on a given population. 
Additional disaster response tools and resources can be found on the 
AHRQ Web site. 

 

AANP SmartBrief, September 28, 2005 

Wellness programs say employee information is private  
As companies increasingly offer wellness programs to employees as a 
means of reducing health care costs, issues of privacy are emerging. But 
those involved in the programs say they are sworn to secrecy about 
employee health information, and at one North Carolina company where a 
nurse practitioner runs an on-site health clinic, the human resources 
manager says he couldn't get private employee information out of the 
medical professional if he wanted to.   The Charlotte Observer (N.C.) (free 
registration)  

AANP SmartBrief, September 29, 2005 

Study: Flu spread begins with preschoolers  
The spread of the flu often begins with preschoolers, who give the illness to 
older children and then adults, according to a new study. The findings 
support the need to expand flu vaccinations to children in the preschool 
age group, rather than only vaccinating older people or those at high risk of 
health complications. USA TODAY 

Survey: Employers' health care costs to rise in 2006  
Health care costs of U.S. employers are expected to increase 8% next 
year, representing a slower rate of increase than in recent years, according 
to the Towers Perrin Health Care Cost Survey. The average cost is 
expected to be more than $8,400 per employee, and despite the 
improvement from double-digit increases in the past, "sustained rates at 
this level still are unacceptable for most employers," Ronald Fontanetta of 
Towers Perrin says. MSNBC/Reuters (9/28)  

FDA upgrading prescription drug labels  
The agency says the labels will be easier to read and the Internet will be 
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used to provide updates more quickly, part of a broader effort beginning in 
November to make information available through the Internet or through 
personal digital assistants. An FDA official says drug companies will have 
to provide product label changes electronically beginning next month in a 
standard format. Reuters 

MMWR Weekly, September 29, 2005 

Outbreak of Pruritic Rashes
Associated with Mites 

Kansas, 2004 

 

full text  
Use of Dietary Supplements 

Containing Folic Acid Among 
Women

of Childbearing Age 
United States, 2005 

full text  

Medscape Daily News, September 29, 2005 

Smoking Reduction, Dietary Phytoestrogens May Reduce Lung Cancer 
Risk  
Heavy smokers can decrease their risk of lung cancer if they substantially 
cut down the number of cigarettes they smoke per day, investigators report 
in the Journal of the American Medical Association for September 28. The 
results of a second Journal study suggest that a diet high in 
phytoestrogens is associated with a lower risk of lung cancer, in both 
nonsmokers and smokers. 
Reuters Health Information 2005 

FDA OKs Lipitor for Use in Diabetics  
Pfizer Inc. said on Tuesday U.S. regulators have approved Lipitor 
(atorvastatin) to reduce the risk of stroke and heart attack in diabetic 
patients. 
Reuters Health Information 2005 

Physical Fitness More Important Than Nutrition to Prevent Hip Fracture  
A prospective study presented at the American Society for Bone and 
Mineral Research 27th annual meeting suggests that despite similar dietary 
intake, risk of fracture was associated with physical inactivity. 
Medscape Medical News 2005 

Medscape Daily News, September 30, 2005 

Statins May Reduce Fracture Risk  
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A population study of veterans showed a significant reduction in 
fractures among statin users, but more studies need to be performed 
to confirm or refute these findings. Medscape Medical News 2005 

Study Supports Expansion of Rapid HIV Testing to Inpatient Setting  
Rapid HIV testing has improved HIV screening in the outpatient 
setting, and results of a study released this week show that 
expanding the use of rapid testing for HIV to the inpatient setting 
promises significant benefits as well. Reuters Health Information 2005 

AHA News Now - September 30, 2005 

Senate amendment would provide funding for avian flu preparedness  

The Senate last night approved an amendment to the fiscal year 2006 
Defense Department appropriations bill by Sen. Tom Harkin, D-IA, that 
would set aside nearly $4 billion for the Department of Health and Human 
Services to prepare for a potential outbreak of the avian flu. U.S. health 
officials fear the virus, which has infected 115 people in four Asian 
countries since late 2003, could ignite a flu pandemic if it develops the 
ability to spread efficiently from person to person. Debate on the Defense 
spending bill is expected to continue into next week. 

 

 

 

 
 


