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Scholarship Opportunities 
Keep in mind that AOHP has several scholarship opportunities available to members, 
including the Sandra Bobbitt Continuing Education Scholarship. The purpose of this 
scholarship is to subsidize the educational efforts of AOHP members. This includes 
attendance to the AOHP annual conference. Please contact your chapter president or 
AOHP headquarters at www.aohp.org for guidelines on application submission. 
 
Government Affairs Newsletter 
The 2007 Fourth Quarter Government Affairs Committee (GAC) Newsletter was 
distributed in February 2008. The 2008 Quarter One newsletter is forthcoming in April. 
This provides resources and on-line links to current information relating to new and 
proposed legislation, and updates on occupational practices. 
 
AOHP Sends Comments 
 
AOHP recently commented on the surveillance and education components of the 
proposed National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) legislation— 
National Occupational Research Agenda (NORA) Health Care Sector, State of the Sector 
Document for Bloodborne Pathogens (BBP) and Sharps Injuries. This is a very inclusive 
document that identifies the need for further research and training related to the BBP 
hazards in the workplace. 
 
AOHP commented on the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) 
“Recommendations for post exposure interventions to prevent HBV, HC, or HIV 
infections and tetanus for persons wounded during bombings and similar mass casualty 
events in the U.S.—2007”. AOHP supports a uniform guidance for health care providers 
(HCP) who will care for casualties and responders to bombings and similar events. 
 
AOHP commented on the Occupational Safety and Health Administration’s (OSHA’s) 
proposal to an abbreviated Bitrex Qualitative Fit-testing Protocol (ABQLFT) in support 
of incorporating this into the Respiratory Protection Standard. 
 
Refer to the AOHP Website www.aohp.org for copies of communications as noted 
above. 
 
Other Legislation to Monitor 
 
AOHP plans to continue to monitor for any activity of the proposed “Worker Infection 
Protection Act”. This bill was referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor and 
Pensions and is not open for comment at this time.  
 
NIOSH is seeking comments on the NIOSH strategic goals related to emergency 
preparedness. AOHP is reviewing these goals in preparation to comment. 
www.cdc.gov/niosh/programs/epr/goals  
 
There will be a public hearing the end of April in Cincinnati regarding a healthcare 
workers survey by NIOSH. AOHP is making plans to attend this public hearing. 
 



 
Other State Specific Activities/Proposed Legislation 
 
Arizona—House Bill 2041 is a bill that requires a hospital to maintain minimum nurse-
to-patient staffing ratios. The bill also supports a patient classification system to 
determine patient care needs of individual patients and assign direct care professionals 
based on the patient’s classification. 
 
Florida—Senate Bill 1338 is a bill that would create the Safe Staffing for Quality Care 
Act that addresses safe staffing standards and annual staffing plan requirements. 
 
Hawaii—Senate Bill 2781 is a proposed Act to ensure patient safety and quality health 
care by establishing nurse-to-patient staffing requirements in health care facilities. 
 
Virginia—House Bill 1046 is a bill that if passed, would direct the Board of Health to 
establish minimum staffing standards in nursing homes per 24 hour periods; the 
expectations for staffing ratios would increase over a 7-year period. 
 
Missouri—House Bill 1325 is a bill that authorizes a physician assistant or advanced 
practice nurse to prescribe a Schedule V controlled substance under a collaborative 
practice agreement. 
 
California—House Bill 1643 is an act that would amend the current Business and 
Professional Code relating to nurse practitioners to allow a physician or surgeon to 
supervise more than four practitioners at one time. 
 
Chapters That Wish to Respond to Legislative Activity 
 
The AOHP Board and headquarters would like to know of any chapter/state legislative 
activities. The Board supports and encourages Chapters who wish to respond to 
legislative proposals to do so; and wants to make sure that the expressed opinions are in 
alignment with the national AOHP on the presenting issues.  
 
If you need any assistance in writing your communications, feel free to contact your 
Government Affairs Committee representative(s) and/or the Board. Also, if a chapter 
elects to comment on a proposal, headquarters would like to know if the chapter’s 
responses can be shared in our publications. www.aohp.org  
 
 
 


