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Federal 
 
 AOHP submitted comments on the CDC Draft Guidelines for Preventing the Transmission of 

Mycobacterium Tuberculosis in Health-care Settings, 2005. The letter can be viewed on 
www.aohp.org 
 

 AOHP has joined a coalition that is working with Congress to support the nursing workforce in 
the fiscal year 2006 budget. 
 

 Four bills designed to ease burdens on small businesses when dealing with the Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) were introduced Feb. 10., by Rep. Charlie 
Norwood (R-Ga.) chairman of the House Education and the Workforce Subcommittee on 
Workforce Protections.  
 

 President Bush has requested a $467 million budget for OSHA in fiscal year 2006. The 
request represents an increase of $2.8 million from last year’s appropriations and includes 
increases in state plan compliance assistance programs and data analysis and performance 
measurement.  

 
 The 109th Session of Congress convened in early January and most believe that the first year 

of the session will be dominated by tax reform, tort reform, social security and the situation in 
Iraq. Most do not expect issues like occupational health and safety to receive much attention. 
It is also believed that the 2006 budget will be very tight. 

 

 A memorandum to regional administrators on enforcing respiratory protection provisions for 
tuberculosis, reflecting the inclusion of a rider in the fiscal year 2005 appropriations, was 
recently posted by the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA). To learn more 
and read the memo, see 
http://www.osha.gov/pls/oshaweb/owadisp.show_document?p_table=INTERPRETATIONS&p
_id=24977 

 OSHA released information to help hospitals safeguard their own employees as they care for 
patients injured in incidents involving chemical, biological or radiological materials. To learn 
more and read the report, see 
http://www.osha.gov/dts/osta/bestpractices/firstreceivers_hospital.html 

 The U.S. Senate confirmed President Bush's pick for Health and Human Services Secretary, 
former Utah Gov. Mike Leavitt. Leavitt will replace current HHS Secretary Tommy Thompson. 
Leavitt has said his priorities at HHS will include Medicaid reform, health care information 
technology and medical liability reform. 

 President Bush has nominated Lester M. Crawford, D.V.M., to be the next FDA 
commissioner. Crawford has served as the agency's acting commissioner since March 2004. 
He has a wide range of experience in government and academic positions. Statement by 
HHS Secretary Leavitt: http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2005pres/20050214.html 

 

 Jonathan Snare, Acting Assistant Secretary of Labor for OSHA, announced last month the 
appointment of Kim Lazor as the agency's new Chief of Staff. Lazor has served for the past 
three years as a special assistant for the agency and has been key to expanding the 
agency's compliance assistance efforts and stakeholder outreach. As Chief of Staff, Lazor will 



Government Affairs 
serve as a senior member of OSHA's management team and work with Snare and others on 
agency policy, oversight and management. 

 
State 

 California 

-The California Division of Workers' Compensation (DWC) has reinvigorated a state program, 
which provides information and assistance to injured workers through monthly workshops at 
local DWC offices. 

-A judge signed an order forcing hospitals to create a 1:5 nurse-to-patient ratio in medical and 
surgical units in the state on March 15th.  

 
 Florida 

New Florida 69L-3 regulations concerning the reporting requirements for claims, and the 
handling procedures for numerous forms, are now effective.  

 Georgia  
 

-Georgia recently enacted legislation regarding immunization of residents in long-term care 
facilities, and Ohio now requires proof of varicella vaccination for children entering 
kindergarten. 

 
 New York  

 
-AOHP in New York is involved with drafting proposed legislation for a bill that has been 
introduced in the New York State Senate that would permit source patients who cannot 
consent to be tested for HIV when there is an occupational exposure to a health care worker. 

 
-Governor Pataki has proposed to eliminate the Hazard Abatement Board and reduce New 
York’s commitment to the Occupational Safety and Health Training and Education Program.  

 
 Ohio  

On February 1, 2005, the governor signed a bill into law requiring children entering 
kindergarten to have proof of varicella vaccination or verification of disease history. The law 
goes into effect at the beginning of the 2006-07 school year. With the enactment of this law, 
Ohio becomes the 44th state to require varicella vaccination for school entry since the 
vaccine was licensed in 1995.   

 
 Utah  

A bill has been introduced in Utah that would provide for an offset of a portion of workers 
compensation premiums to be applied to the Education Research Center in Utah for 
increased funding for occupational safety and health training and education.  The bill has 
been reported favorably out of a House Committee and awaits further action. 

 
 Wyoming 

On February 1, 2005, the Supreme Court of the State of Wyoming affirmed a Workers’ 
Compensation Division (The Division) determination that a claimant who failed to meet the 
heavy burden of proof regarding hernia injuries was not entitled to benefits 
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 GAC members still needed from: Georgia, S. Carolina, Florida, Illinois, Ohio, Sierra, So. 
California, Portland-Oregon, Maine, Alabama.  Please contact Sandy Prickitt 
(prickis@sutterhealth.org) if interested. 

 We want to hear what is going on in your state! Please forward any state specific legislative 
information that you would like included in these newsletters to Sandy Prickitt 
(prickis@sutterhealth.org).  
 

 


