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OSHA Alliance Update 
The quarterly implementation team meeting was held by conference call on 
Wednesday, February 9, 2005.  The majority of the meeting was spent 
discussing the need for acute care ergonomic guidelines.  The current process 
for developing guidelines was reviewed.  The current OSHA website tools were 
also reviewed and there was discussion about how the Safety and Health Topic 
pages and the Hospital eTool could be utilized.   
 
AOHP member input needed for the OSHA Hospital eTool.  The Hospital eTool 
can be viewed at http://www.osha.gov/SLTC/etools/hospital/mainpage.html.  The 
implementation team is also  interested in examples of patient mobility 
assessment tools.  Please email any ideas for the eTool or assessment tools that 
you are willing to share to MaryAnn Gruden at magaohp@yahoo.com by April 22.   
Your input is greatly appreciated. 
 
AOHP Participates in Occupational Health and Safety Network Meeting 
On February 3, 2005 AOHP was represented at the Occupational Health and 
Safety Network Meeting at the National Safety Council Office in Washington, 
D.C.  The Occupational Health and Safety Network was formed approximately 
five years ago by Aaron Trippler of the American Industrial Hygiene Association.  
It is a networking group of occupational health and safety professionals.  There 
were representatives from 12 organizations that are concerned with health and 
safety in the workplace. Each representative had the opportunity to provide a five 
minute overview of their association and the top issues being addressed.   
 
Hot issues included the upcoming budget and the recent changes in Congress 
and the Congressional committees.  Areas of mutual concern include the issue of 
titling for safety professionals as there are over 300 titles currently in use, 
demonstrating the value of health and safety, emergency preparedness and 
personal protective equipment.  Representatives for Congressman Charlie 
Norwood (R-GA) provided a legislative update. Dr. John Howard, Director, 
NIOSH made a presentation to the group that was an update on the 
reorganization of NIOSH, programming issues, nanotechnology, emergency 
preparedness and applying research to practice.   
 
The group agreed to continue its networking efforts through email and periodic 
meetings.  It was a privilege to have the opportunity to represent AOHP and to 
network with so many colleagues who also have workforce health and safety as 
a priority. 
 
 


