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Winter 2010 Journal
President’s Message

The President’s Message is a standing Journal column highlighting current hot topics. In this issue, Executive President Sandra Domeracki Prickitt, RN, FNP, COHN-S, presents her annual report to the membership, featuring highlights of significant AOHP accomplishments in 2009 and plans for the development of new member benefits in 2010. She also thanks the board and the membership for their commitment to AOHP, in addition to encouraging members to do their part to advance the association through increased involvement in chapter and national activities, as well as recruitment initiatives. 
Editor’s Column

This standard feature provides commentary from the current Journal Editor, Kim Stanchfield, RN, COHN-S. She shares with the membership her personal experience of working through the recent H1N1 influenza outbreak with help from a new colleague. 
Association Community Liaison Report

Through this regular Journal article, MaryAnn Gruden, CRNP, MSN, NP-C, COHN-S/CM, details how AOHP is gaining visibility as an expert regarding occupational health issues. In this issue, she provides an OSHA Alliance Update which includes a detailed listing of useful resources for practice and employee education. She also explains the benefits of OSHA’s new H1N1Compliance Directive. The article highlights how AOHP provided comments on two NIOSH documents, as well as research NIOSH is currently conducting regarding the prevalence of H1N1 illness and fatalities among healthcare personnel and the effects of certain chemotherapy drugs on operating room personnel.
Ready to Research

Author Linda Good, RN, PhD, COHN-S, asks AOHP members to take the Pandemic Research Challenge, sharing observations, challenges and lessons learned by examining the varied reactions to the H1N1 influenza pandemic experience in healthcare organizations across the nation. First-person accounts of how the outbreak was dealt with in individual hospitals can provide useful insights to others regarding innovations and best practices that kept employees healthy and motivated while best serving the needs of patients and communities. 
Interview with Ann Scott Blouin, PhD, RN 
This interview between AOHP Executive President Sandra Domeracki Prickitt, RN, FNP, COHN-S, and Ann Scott Blouin, PhD, RN, Executive Vice President of the Division of Accreditation and Certification Operations for The Joint Commission, provides an overview of The Joint Commission’s work with the Nursing Advisory Council in critical areas that influence patient safety, which first requires healthcare worker safety. She also shares how The Joint Commission is working on issues related to the aging healthcare workforce. Dr. Blouin promotes her organization’s revised mission and vision, as well as its Center for Transforming Healthcare. She encourages AOHP members to work to identify a culture of safety for nurses through increased trust and transparency to improve and maintain safety and quality.
Germs at Your Fingertips – Contaminated Keyboards
Keyboard usage is typically known for its repetitive motion injury potential, but it is also recognized as a vector in the transmission of germs. Kathy Espinoza, a Board Certified Professional Ergonomist, identifies precautions workers can take to reduce exposure to flu and other contagious diseases through keyboard usage. She explores the number of germs found on computer keyboards and mice, in addition to telephones, writing instruments and desktop surfaces. She recommends that employees take responsibility to sanitize their own workstations regularly, including light switches and door handles. She also advises frequent hand washing and cleaning work areas before and after eating at the desk.
The Home Health Worker – A Population Vulnerable to Injury

Home healthcare is the fastest growing segment of the healthcare industry and an underexplored subpopulation of healthcare professionals who are at significant risk for injury. The rate of overexertion injuries for these workers from performing difficult patient handling tasks without appropriate assistive devices is currently three times the national rate. Author Esther Murray, RN, COHN-S, explores the complicated struggle between the healthcare professional who is responsible for safety in the home with no control of the work environment balanced with the desires of the patient and/or family caregiver, who owns the property and may not understand the potential risks involved in refusing to make changes to promote a safer environment. The article promotes developing and sustaining a home health safe patient handling program to benefit home health workers, family caregivers and patients.
