June 12, 2007
Dear Honorable Members of the House Appropriations Committee:

We, the undersigned organizations, support the inclusion of Congressman Roger Wicker’s amendment to the Fiscal Year 2005 Labor-HHS appropriations bill, stipulating that no federal funds shall be expended to enforce the annual fit-testing provisions of the Occupational Safety and Health Administration’s (OSHA) General Industry Respiratory Protection Standard as it applies to tuberculosis.

We believe that the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) should continue to be the lead agency crafting recommendations for addressing biological agents, including TB. Furthermore, the health care community recognizes that due to the CDC guidelines (for preventing occupational exposure to TB in health care settings) and the efforts of our medical and public health communities, TB in the U.S. is at the lowest rate in recorded history. This is not the time for an inflexible regulatory standard that will not keep pace with the ever-changing epidemiology of this disease.

We would like the opportunity to work collaboratively with the CDC and OSHA to develop scientifically-supported recommendations that will provide effective worker protections against TB and other infectious agents.

Please support Congressman Wicker’s amendment.

Association for Professionals in Infection Control and Epidemiology (APIC)  - yes
American Organization of Nurse Executives (AONE)

American Hospital Association (AHA) - yes
Association of Occupational Health Professionals (AOHP)

Society for Healthcare Epidemiology of America (SHEA) - yes
American Thoracic Society (ATS) - a part of the American Lung Association

American Society for Clinical Pathology (ASCP)

American Health Care Association (AHCA)

National Association for Home Care and Hospice (NAHCH) - yes
American Society for Healthcare Engineering (ASHE) - yes
American Association of Homes and Services for the Aging (AAHSA)

National Rural Health Association (NRHA) - yes
College of American Pathologists (CAP)

Federation of American Hospitals (FAH)

American Ambulance Association (AAA)

American College of Chest Physicians (ACOEM)

Association of Occupational Health Professionals in Healthcare (AOHP)

Infectious Disease Society of America (IDSA)

Pediatric Infectious Diseases Society (PIDS)

