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July 26, 2007

Brian Hujdich
Interim Executive Director

American Academy of HIV Medicine

1705 DeSales Street NW, Suite 700

Washington, DC 20036

RE:
HIV Screening and Diagnosis

Dear Mr. Hujdich:  
I am writing on behalf of the Association of Occupational Health Professionals in Healthcare (AOHP) to support the application of the American Academy of HIV Medicine for a Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Cooperative Agreement (CDC-RFA-PS07-764). This agreement supports national organizations working to eliminate perinatal HIV transmission. It also aims to implement CDC’s revised recommendations for HIV Testing of adults, adolescents, and pregnant women in U.S. health care settings.  
We have worked with the Academy in the past and would be pleased to work with them on this project as well.  Our members and staff could certainly assist in the design, formatting, dissemination, and presentation of the programming as available.
AOHP currently provides extensive education and resources to our membership regarding bloodborne pathogen exposures in the hospital occupational health setting. As part of exposure management, our members educate exposed health care workers on methods to prevent HIV transmission and educate on risks of transmission based on exposure type. Several of our members are involved in infection control and prevention which includes educating employees, patients, and the lay public on HIV reduction and prevention strategies. Some of our state chapters are working with partners in their states to enact legislation regarding HIV education and testing to be in alignment with the CDC’s current recommendations.  

 

AOHP is a national organization of approximately 1000 occupational health professionals who work in healthcare settings, primarily hospitals. Our members include Occupational Health Nurses, Nurse Practitioners, Physicians, Physician Assistants, and Infection Control Practitioners.
Our vision is to be the defining resource and leading advocate for occupational health and safety in healthcare.  Our mission is dedicated to promoting the health and safety of workers in healthcare.  This is accomplished through:


Advocating for employee health and safety


Occupational health education and networking opportunities


Health and safety advancement through best practice and research


Partnering with employers, regulatory agencies and related associations

If I can be of further assistance please do not hesitate to contact me at Denise.K.Knoblauch@osfhealthcare.org.

 

Sincerely,
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Denise Knoblauch, BSN, COHN-S/CM
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